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WHY I MARCHED...
There are a good number of Americans who find the current political atmosphere
to be mean-spirited, and in stark opposition to some fundamental values of our
country. For RJM, many of those values also reflect the imperatives of the Gospel,
as well as the recent call of our Chapter:
“We desire to live our prophetic mission:
Forgiveness, Reconciliation…;
Responding to the miseries of our world;
Living a commitment to justice, peace, ….”

These convictions moved five sisters in the DC/MD region to join with others (about 500,000!)
in one of the multitude of ‘Women’s Marches’ that took place on January 21st, not only in the
USA, but all over the world. We asked each of these sisters to make a brief statement on the
theme, WHY I MARCHED. Given below are their responses.
I marched to send a message to President
Trump that all people in our nation must be
treated with dignity and with liberty and
justice for ALL. Mr. Trump has no right to
define America. The spirit of the march was
amazing!
Mary Bourdon, RJM
I marched to counter the message coming
from our elected leader, and to add my presence and voice to those advocating for the
dignity and rights of all people, and our duty
to care for the earth. One of the marchers
held a sign that said it well: “Make America
kind again!”
Rosemary Mangan, RJM
I marched to stand with and support basic
American values (freedom of speech, religion,
and acceptance of all) which I feel are being
eroded in our current political environment.
Eileen Reid, RJM
I marched because I want to be “a presence”
with other women: who value life in all aspects,
who welcome immigrants, and who are a support
to people at the grass roots level wanting justice
for all, especially people who are characterized
as living “on the margin.”
Rita Ricker, RJM
From the outset I felt compelled to be a part of
the group whose reason for marching was to
express strong opposition to everything that
the current president stands for. I stand for
women, children, immigrants and civil rights for
all people! It was invigorating to be with a half
million who stand for the same things, including
our precious earth! Everyone was a living model
of compassion and kindness. Janet Stolba, RJM

JOAN OF ARC and LA CASA DE ESPERANZA
Pictures taken during Marge’s Visitation with our sisters at Joan of Arc and La Casa de
Esperanza earlier this month.

At Joan of Arc during their
regional prayer/meeting

Celebrating the Feast of
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Reyes – a tasty bread
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Pictures of the multiple border fences, taken from the U.S.A. side of the border with Mexico.

NEWS ABOUT OUR SUPERCENTENARIAN, M. Marie Cecilia Gaudette, RJM
On January 26 we received the attached article from the Manchester Union Leader about
Mother Marie Cecilia and an e-mail from her faithful companion and friend, Sr. Mary
Berchmans. In the e-mail Sister shares that Mother is looking forward to her March 25
birthday, not only because it is her 115th birthday, but because Mother will be joined for
the celebration by a niece from California and her husband as well as their great grandson
and his wife and sister-in-law. A great grand-niece and two of her adult children from
Manchester, NH will also come to see her at the beginning of March. Unfortunately they
will not be able to be there for the day itself! Mother’s birthday seems to have all the
makings of a joyous and blessed celebration!

FROM THE PROVINCE OFFICE
February 8 - 13 Sr. Rita visiting QUEST volunteers in Haiti
February 14 - 21 Sr. Rita out of the office
February 8 - 21 Sr. Marge’s visitation to Port-au-Prince, Gros Morne, and Jean Rabel
communities in Haiti

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE WITH JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
February 2
February 7

Sandra Salazar, RJM
Rosemary Nicholson, RJM

February 10 Priscilla Lemire, RJM
February 20 Catherine McIntyre, RJM

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR…


Carlos Viramontes, who has been diagnosed with cancer,
and is the nephew of Sr. Fatima Viramontes, RJM;
 Let us pray with those who are marching today to call all
people in our country to RESPECT LIFE, and to respect
and care for the most vulnerable among us;
 Carol Teasdale, who is recovering at home after surgery
to repair her broken ankle/leg bone. Carol is Sr. Joan
Faraone’s sister.

WE ALSO PRAY FOR ALL THE NEEDS OF
OUR RJM SISTERS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
Have you checked out our new website https://rjmusa.org ?
Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary

