
 

CATHOLIC DAY OF ACTION FOR DREAMERS 
 

Tuesday, February 27 
10:30 am 
The Capitol 
 

PICO National Network 
Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach 
Conference of Major Superiors of Men 
Faith in Public Life 
Franciscan Action Network 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
Network – A Catholic Lobby 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
 

Srs. Mary Bourdon and Rita Ricker will be attending this Event.  In the name of the Religious 
of Jesus and Mary, Sr. Rita tried to have the RJM name added to the list of sponsors and 
supporters, however it was too late to meet the publication deadline.  Mary and Rita will 
be representing all the Religious of Jesus and Mary who will be present in “spirit and prayer”. 
 

CATHOLIC DAY OF ACTION FOR DREAMERS 
 

In response to requests from Dreamers for a demonstration of additional support from 
Catholic leadership, the PICO National Network is partnering with a group of Catholic  
social justice organizations based in DC to organize a Catholic Day of Action for Dreamers 
at the Capitol on Tuesday, February 28 at 10:30a.m. 
 

Participants will include Catholic Dreamers, Catholic clergy, religious brothers and women 
religious, Catholic lay leaders and a wide range of supporters. Several Catholic bishops 
have also been invited to attend. The event will include prayer and singing among 100-200 
participants and will culminate in civil disobedience which will be exercised by a cohort 
of Catholic leaders. 
 

The event will be followed by a press conference, along with a series of visits to congressional 
offices to underscore the strong commitment of the Catholic community to secure a 
compassionate response to the crisis faced by Dreamers as the March 5 deadline approaches 
– a legislative response that protects Dreamers while not harming their families. 
 

You might not have seen the article in America Magazine in which the USCCB encourages 
everyone to call in to their legislators on February 26th.  See this link to read the article:  
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/02/18/usccb-calls-catholics-
take-action-dreamers 

 RELIGIOUS OF JESUS AND MARY US PROVINCE 

BRIDGES 
                                                                 February 23, 2018 

https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/02/18/usccb-calls-catholics-take-action-dreamers
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/02/18/usccb-calls-catholics-take-action-dreamers


 

ONE APOSTOLIC BODY 
MAKING THE RETREAT IN DAILY LIFE 
 

Many of those taking part in the RDL have commented on 
the support they feel, knowing that others all over the RJM 
world are doing the same. 
 

RDL at St. Timothy’s Mission Center 
 Warwick, RI 

 “This is turning out better than I expected.” 
 “I think it is giving us more of a sense of closeness.” 
 “….not to mention my own personal insights and deepening of my relationship with Jesus.” 

  

Those in the group had agreed to go through this Retreat in Daily Life process. Not only 
that, it is something each one said they wanted to do.  Regular sharing was taken for 
granted and we liked the idea of once a week.  We even rearranged our Monday evening 
dinner schedule in order to accommodate those who were at work or needing to attend 
parish activities.  And it has been well worth it. 
 

 It was understood that we would 
not comment on what another 
had shared.  The point was to 
express what had occurred to each 
one during her own meditations 
of the week. 
 

The uniqueness of personal 
viewpoints and approaches to 
each Scripture passage was both 
surprising and delightful.  Of 
course, God comes to each one 
according to ‘where they are at’ 
and according to the special 
person God created. After all, 
the intent was not to reshape 
another’s spiritual experience, 
but to savor and honor what 
God has been developing in her. 

 

One time, a ‘post-sharing’ question brought about explanations that helped us get a 
better feel for the ‘process’ that Ignatius developed in these ‘exercises’. 
 

 Another surprise was the discovery that the meditations on the Samaritan woman at the 
well and on Zaccheus up a tree had been richly rewarding for each one.  We did not  
expect that each of us would be so simultaneously affected. 
 

 Anyway, it has been working out better than expected.  Thank you, God. 
 

- Sr. Doris Bissonnette, RJM 

Photo taken at 13th Street Community 



 
PONTIFICAL COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION OF MINORS  
 

Pope Francis has named some new members of the Commission on Sex Abuse.  The nine 
new members of the commission come from a diverse set of places, including: Ethiopia, 
India, Tonga, Brazil, Australia, and the Netherlands. 
 

Among them is also Teresa Kettelkamp, a former executive director of the U.S. bishops' 
secretariat of child and youth protection and a former colonel in the Illinois State Police.  
The commission said in its press statement that it hopes the new members will offer insights 
"reflecting the global reach of the Church and the challenge of creating safeguarding 
structures in diverse cultural contexts." 
 

Sr. Arina Gonsalves, RJM,  Provincial Councillor of the Province of Pune, India has been 
named as one of the new members of this Commission. 
 

You can read more about this by clicking on:  http://www.protectionofminors.va/
content/tuteladeiminori/en/who-we-are_section/page_en-members.html 
 

 
Sr. Arina Gonsalves, RJM  

 

 Vice Provincial of the Religious of Jesus and Mary 
 Principal of Convent of Jesus and Mary, in Fort Mumbai, India,         

    educating girls from pre-school to Secondary school.     
 Bachelor degrees in Sociology, Educational Science and Civil Law  

    and a master’s degree in History. 
 Certified counsellor.  She has worked as a consulter to her diocese     

    in cases of sexual abuse of minors, serving and chairing panels of  
    experts in the field. 
 Chairperson of Prem Dan Primary school for street children 
 Chairperson of Convent of Jesus and Mary special school for differently  

    abled children 
 Deputy chairperson of Uddhaar, an N.G.O. that promotes rural  

    educational projects in India. 
 Member of Western Region Education Commission Association (India) 
 Member of Catholic Lawyers Guild, South Mumbai. 

 
TRANSITIONS  
 

Sr. Margaret Theresa Guinan, RJM will  
be returning to the east coast after  
serving at the Joan of Arc Residence in 
San Diego, California for the past 6 years. 
 

Margaret will be exploring possibilities  
in the Highland Mills area for ministry 
and will join the community at Thevenet 
House. 
 

Welcome, Margaret! 

http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladeiminori/en/who-we-are_section/page_en-members.html
http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladeiminori/en/who-we-are_section/page_en-members.html


 

MIGRANTS PROJECT IN MOROCCO 

 

Below is a page from a news publication put out by the Religious of the Sacred Heart, 
describing a joint project of RJMs, RSCJs, and STJs working with migrants in Morocco. 



Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary  

https://rjmusa.org 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR… 
 
   

 Many of us know Maria Luisa Cervantes,  
     RJM (Province of Mexico-Cuba).  Yesterday   
     she requested prayers for her sister,  
     Carmen, who fractured the 4th vertebrae 
     in her back; 
 

 La Casa de Esperanza, as this week’s                                        
community for special prayer;   

 
WE ALSO PRAY 

   FOR ALL THE NEEDS 

      OF OUR RJM SISTERS,   

         FAMILY, AND FRIENDS. 

 

PROVINCE OFFICE 
 

February 18 - 23               Sr. Marge visits the Novitiate of the Americas in Mexico 
 

February 24 - 27               Sr. Rosemary in San Diego for the Bicentenary Retreat Day 
 

February 28 - March 3    Sr. Rosemary out of the office 

 

A LENTEN RESOURCE ~ AN ECOLOGICAL EXAMEN 
 

Reconciling God, Creation and Humanity 
 

Reconciling God, Creation, and Humanity is a reflection 
tool to heed Pope Francis’ call in Laudato Si’ to care for 
creation and to reconcile our relationship with God,  
creation and one another as expressed in the 36th General 
Congregation of the Society of Jesus. 
 

This Ecological Examen asks you to reflect on your personal 
relationship with creation, to acknowledge and amend 
your ways and to promote ecological justice by standing 
in solidarity with those most impacted by environmental 
harm. 
 

The Examen is available at:  http://www.ecologicalexamen.org/. 

https://rjmusa.org/
http://www.ecologicalexamen.org/



