
 

ST. TIM’S RJMS CELEBRATE THE BICENTENARY 
 

The church was filled with relatives, friends and parishioners. 
 

From Plainville Sisters Diane Dube, and Pauline Ayotte, from NY Sisters Norene Costa and 
Christine Carrigg, from Swansea Sr. Antoinette Gamache, from Lincoln, RI Sisters Mary 
and Jackie Crepeau came to join the St. Timothy community.  There would have been 
five more, but the pouring rain (sleet farther north) prevented them from travelling. 
  

After the homily, Sr. Doris gave a short explanation 
about this celebration and what we were doing. Then 
Fr. Andrew Messina called the RJMs to the altar.  
There were 12 RJMs gathered in front of the altar at 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass.  Sr. Vivian Patenaude held 
the lighted bicentenary candle while we recommitted 
ourselves to God, the Congregation and the Church. 

 

We renewed our vows using the earliest 
formula. . . hoping it is the one Claudine 
and her first companions used.  

...Almighty and merciful God, I, your unworthy child 
and handmaid, filled with the desire of promoting 
your glory, my salvation and that of my neighbor, 
determined to live in the future for you alone and 
to depend absolutely on the guidance of your grace, 
in the presence of Jesus and Mary and of all the 
heavenly court, renew my vows of Obedience,  
Poverty, and Chastity according to the Constitutions 
of the Congregation of Jesus and Mary. ... 

Our pastor, Fr. Andrew was more than 
happy to celebrate this liturgy for us. 
 

The Women’s Club Social committee had arranged 
a ‘coffee an’ at the parish center – so beautifully 
decorated in blue and white with real white tablecloths 
and very attractive centerpieces. One of them had 
created a huge greeting card à la Sr. Jeannine for the 
parishioners to sign as they entered the church. 
 

What more can we say except: 
LAUDENTUR SEMPER JESUS ET MARIA. 

 

- Sr. Doris Bissonnette, RJM 
  (Photos courtesy of Rhode Island Catholic) 
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NEWS OF THE WEST 
 

On February 17, all the sisters in the county of San 
Diego were invited to participate in a Sisters'  
Appreciation/Sisters' Jubilees of the Diocese.  We 
began with Mass with Bishops McElroy and Dolan 
at the Diocese followed by lunch and sharing from 
some of the Jubilarians.  
 

Pictured are:  Bishop McElroy (standing on left), 
Srs. Hellen Muchira, CVI, Joyce Anne Thomas, CSJO, 
Kathy Warren, OSF, Vicar for Woman Religious,  
Annette Schmeling, RSCJ, Marina Hernandez, RSCJ, 
Bishop Dolan; seated are: Srs. Dolores Munoz, 
HMSS, Margaret Mullany, RSM, Adrienne Taitano, 
SSND, and Bernadette Oliva, RJM. 
 

Sr. Bernadette Oliva, RJM is cele-
brating her 50th jubilee and we 
were happy to be celebrating with 
her.  Here Sr. Rosie Nicholson 
stands with Sr. Bernadette. 
 

The following weekend, we 
gathered on Sunday, Feb. 25 at 
Casa de Esperanza with Rosemary 
Mangan, RJM to celebrate in a 
prayer experience and feast, our 
80th Anniversary of Joan of Arc 
Residence within the context of 
our 200th Anniversary.  

 

It was a prayer experience of  celebration of thanks - naming sisters and residents who have 
been a part of our lives;  celebration of forgiveness - washing each others hands for any sister 
or resident who has encountered painful experiences during these 80 years; celebration of 
moving forward on our journey with Claudine - watching a video specially prepared by Rosie 
with RJM photos to the Meditation song by Jan Phillips after which we had reflection and sharing.  
 

After the feasting, Rosemary shared the power 
point on the history of our province prepared by 
Janice, RJM.   This was a good beginning to our 
retreat with Rosemary on Monday at the Prince 
of Peace Abbey in Oceanside, CA.  We enjoyed 
two presentations with Rosemary and sharing 
times as well as Mass with the Benedictine Monks. 
 

Shown here are Srs. Janet Stolba, Natalia Mejia, 
Fatima Viramontes, Martha Torres, Bernadette 
Oliva, Margaret Theresa Guinan and Rosemary 
Mangan.  There's much to celebrate this 
year!  More to come… 
 

Sr. Rosie Nicholson, RJM 



 

 

ONE APOSTOLIC BODY - News from Syria 
 

Dear Sisters and Friends 
 

Many of you are asking for news of our Sisters in Syria. 
 

They are well and safe, despite the news coming out of Damascus.  They are in contact with 
me every day and often quite a few times during the day.  The past days have been very 
difficult for everyone living in Damascus and in the suburb of Easter Ghuta.  I am attaching 
a press release from ZENIT which comes from a press release from Aid to the Church in 
Need (ACN) U.K. 
 

Today Sister Annie told me that over the next week or so the Sisters will try to get away from 
Damascus for a few days (2 or 3 Sisters at a time) in order to have some peace. 
 

I know you are praying for them and for the people of Syria that this terrible war will end. 
 

                    Sr. Helen Mary Haigh, RJM (Provincial Superior of Europe) 
 

SYRIA: NUNS HAVE NARROW ESCAPE FROM DEATH 
February 21, 2018 Press Release in Zenit 
 

A religious Sister in Damascus has told how she, fellow nuns and students 
narrowly escaped death February 20, 2018, when the sky “turned black” on 
one of the deadliest days of the conflict in the Syrian capital. 

Describing the situation at her convent in the Bab Touma district of Damascus’s 
Old City, Sister Annie Demerjian said that a rocket landed very close by and 
that had it exploded she and some of the university students “would have 
been wounded or killed”. 

Speaking February 21, 2018,  to Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need, Sister Annie said that the windows of 
the hostel where she works were shaking because of the bombs and that in response the students evacuated to 
the relative safety of the corridors. 

Sister Annie, a leading project partner for ACN, which provides emergency and pastoral help in Syria, described 
how another member of her congregation, Sister Manal, ran through the streets to dodge the bombs and somehow 
made it back to the convent unharmed. 

Sister Annie’s comments come after a sudden upsurge of violence in Damascus including the rebel-held Eastern 
Ghouta, with reports of more than 250 people killed in the last three days.  Sister Annie said: “Yesterday was like 
hell. It was raining bombs. There were so many shells and so many people injured.”  The Sister quoted unconfirmed 
reports of up to 51 rockets landing in and around Bab Touma.  Church sources have told ACN that yesterday in Damas-
cus’ President Bridge area, Al-Wasa’a, Burj Al Rous and Abbasid Square many were killed and dozens were injured. 

Sister Annie said: “I saw people taking their children and running – it was just like Aleppo where I was before the 
ceasefire there.”  “At 3.30pm a rocket landed on the roof of the Patriarchate close to us.  “Somehow it did not 
explode. If it had done so, we could have been killed.” 

She said that at about this time fellow Religious of Jesus and Mary nun Sister Manal was running back to the convent 
in Bab Touma from the school where she teaches.  Sister Annie said: “I had Sister Manal on the phone as she was 
running. I said to her: ‘Don’t hang up. Stay on the phone.’ She was saying. ‘You can’t see the sky. It has turned black.’ ” 

Describing the situation today as calmer, Sister Annie said many schools had now closed even though it is not 
officially holiday time.  She said: “We have to carry on. Life is stronger than death. We don’t know how long this 
violence will continue but it can’t last forever.  “The Lord has been good to us. So far, none of us Sisters have 
been hurt but so many others have suffered.  “Please pray for us. The only way forward for us is prayer.” 

Syria is a priority country for Aid to the Church in Need and last year the charity fulfilled more than 140 projects 
there – most of them emergency help including food, shelter, and medicine – but also pastoral help, support for 
Sisters, Mass stipends, repairs to churches and convents. 

https://zenit.org/articles/syria-nuns-have-narrow-escape-from-death/


Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary  

https://rjmusa.org 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR… 
 
   

 Sr. Patricia Flynn, SSND who had a stroke 
this past week and is recovering at the 
SSND rehabilitation center in Baltimore, 
MD.  Pat worked with several leadership 
teams and facilitated the two sessions of 
our last provincial chapter; 

 

 Sr. Alice Cote, RJM, who underwent knee 
replacement surgery; 

 

 The repose of the soul of Barbara Ann  
Boudria Plamondon who passed away on 
January 22.  Barbara entered the RJMs in 
the 1960’s.  She is survived by her husband, 
Edward, and her son and daughter; 

 

 The repose of the soul of Theresa Dufault, 
who died February 26th, and who is the 
aunt of Sr. Diane Dube, RJM;  

 

 13th Street Christian Community, as this 
week’s community for special prayer;  

 

WE ALSO PRAY FOR ALL THE NEEDS OF OUR RJM SISTERS, 
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS. 

 

PROVINCE OFFICE 
 

March 4 - 21         Sr. Marge’s Visitation to Haiti 
 

March 6 - 12         Sr. Anne out of the office 

 

POPE FRANCIS: PRAY FOR SYRIA, PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 
February 28, 2018, by Deborah Castellano Lubov in Zenit 
 

Pope Francis invited once again to pray for “persecuted Christians.” Greeting Arabic-speaking visitors from Syria, 
the Holy Land and the Middle East, he encouraged “this martyred land.” 
 

During the General Audience of February 28, 2018, the Pope did so, when addressing Arabic-speaking visitors, 
triggering the applause of the crowd present in the Vatican’s Paul VI Hall.  
 

Speaking off the cuff, Francis stressed: “It’s a martyred land . . . We must pray for these brothers that live the 
war and for persecuted Christians.  
 

“They want to chase them out of the land. Let us pray for our brothers and sisters,” he said.  
 

After having given his catechesis on the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the Holy Father then stressed: “in the Eucharist, 
we offer the Lord what He has given us, asking Him to give Himself to us in exchange.” 
 

“We learn from this exchange, between our poverty and His richness, that it’s only by giving ourselves that we 
enrich ourselves; it’s only in opening our hearts to the Lord and to brothers that we enable God to fill us with the 
abundance of His grace,” he added. 
 

“May the Lord bless you and protect you from the Evil One,” said the Pope. 

https://rjmusa.org/

