
 

LCWR ASSEMBLY 2017 - AUGUST 8 - 11  
 

Last Saturday Marge and I returned from the annual Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious held in Orlando, FL.    
 

The theme, “Being the Presence of Love:  The Power of Transformation” provided 
the gathered assembly with inspiration and challenges not only from the 2 keynote 
speakers - Dr. Christopher Pramuk and Jan Richardson; but also from the outgoing 
president, Sr. Mary Pellegrino, CSJ, “The Future Enters Us Long Before It Happens”, 
and “Remarks” from Sr. Constance FitzGerald, OCD who received the 2017 LCWR 
Outstanding Leadership Award. 
 

The Spanish and French texts will soon be available for the talks of Sr. Mary   
Pellegrino, Dr. Chris Pramuk, and Sr. Constance Fitzgerald.  Please let me know 
which talks you would like to receive in either Spanish or French. 

 

 Dr. Christopher Pramuk’s Address: Will the Circle Be Unbroken? Leaning into the Mystery of Res-
urrection Faith, https://lcwr.org/sites/default/files/calendar/attachments/2017_lcwr_assembly_ 

       keynote_address_-_dr._christopher_pramuk.pdf 
 

 Jan Richardson’s Keynote Address, “We Stood in the Place of Death and Heard the Living Call 
Our Name” will be available soon at https://lcwr.org/calendar/lcwr-assembly-2017 

 

 Sr. Mary Pellegrino’s Address:  The Future Enters Us Long Before It Happens: Opening Space for 
an Emerging Narrative of Communion, https://lcwr.org/sites/default/files/calendar/
attachments/2017_lcwr_presidential_address_-_mary_pellegrino_csj.pdf 

 

 Remarks by Constance FitzGerald, OCD, Recipient of LCWR Outstanding Leadership Award, 
https://lcwr.org/sites/default/files/calendar/attachments/lcwr_outstanding_leadership_award 

       acceptance_-_constance_fitzgerald_ocd_0.pdf 
 

During the Assembly, we had two opportunities to participate in one of 4 different deepening groups.  This 
experience was designed to provide personal reflection time and an opportunity to share with and learn 
from the wisdom of others.  Marge and I were with leaders in international communities. The other 3 
deepening groups were: leaders of merged communities, leaders of communities in their last generation 
and leaders ages 60 and younger. 
 

When we met in our small group of 6 leaders, we engaged in a contemplative dialogue, based on the 
proceedings of the assembly.  Within the dialogue experience, the participants hold their own point of 
view gently, while listening carefully to those of others, with the goal of experiencing the emergence of 
larger understandings of the subjects discussed. 
 

The following questions guided our group sharing:  What did we just say that matters most for the  
future of our communities, religious life, and the world we serve?  Where did we sense the movement 
of the Spirit in this experience?  What did we just say that matters for the future of our communities, 
religious life, and the world we serve? 
 

Contemplative dialogue is a means of readying the ground for the collective transformation, for helping 
shift from I to WE, from individualism to communion. 
 

- Sr. Rita Ricker, RJM 

 RELIGIOUS OF JESUS AND MARY US PROVINCE 

BRIDGES 
                                                                   August 18,  2017 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE CELEBRATING IN SEPTEMBER  
 

     September   3     Stella Herrera, RJM 
     September 10     Claire Dandeneau, RJM 
     September 11     Antoinette Jacques, RJM 
     September 12     Pauline Joyal, RJM 
     September 18     Mary of Peace Amador, RJM 
     September 22     Gertrude Lavoie, RJM 
     September 25     Fátima Viramontes, RJM 
     September 29     Thésèse Picard, RJM 
     September 29     Patricia Dillon, RJM 

Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary  

 

https://rjmusa.org 

 

PROVINCE OFFICE 
 

July 15 - September 2    Sr. Monica and Sr. Alejandra on visitation to the USA and Haiti 
 

August 13 - 22                 Sr. Marge in Mexico City   

 

LCWR ASSEMBLY STATEMENT ON THE US-DPRK CRISIS 
 

This week, while tensions between the governments of the United States and the 
People’s Republic of Korea quickly escalated, approximately 650 members of 
the Leadership Conference of Women Religious meeting in Orlando, FL issued   
a public statement imploring President Donald J. Trump to engage in dialogue 
and negotiation. 
 

At this critical moment for our country and global community, we – the approximately 650 
members of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious gathered in assembly – have 
discerned the Gospel call to embody love for the sake of the world. 
 

We believe that love is more powerful than fear, dialogue more productive than rhetoric, 
and connection more transformative than threats of destruction. 
 

We call on President Trump to engage in constructive dialogue and negotiation to resolve 
the current crisis between the governments of the United States and the Democratic  
People’s Republic of Korea in a manner that guarantees the peace and security that all 
people seek. 
 

We commit ourselves to promote nonviolence and a compassionate response to the 
thirst of the world for integrity and communion. 

 

LCWR is an association of leaders of congregations of Catholic women religious in the United States.  
The conference has nearly 1300 members, who represent more than 38,800 women religious in 
the United States.  Founded in 1956, LCWR assists its members to collaboratively carry out their 
service of leadership to further the mission of the Gospel in today’s world. 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR ALL THE NEEDS OF OUR RJM SISTERS 

https://rjmusa.org/

