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QUEST — Volunteers for Haiti is an opportunity for women and men to live in community with sisters of 
the Religious of Jesus and Mary in Gros Morne, Haiti (4 hours north of PAP), ministering with the people 
of Haiti to impact the future of the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. 
 

You may recall that in the Summer 2015 issue we highlighted QUEST one-month 
volunteers assisting with Camp Claudine, a Summer Camp for over 300 children.   
 

In this issue we highlight many of the current QUEST yearlong volunteers as 
well as former volunteers who have ongoing involvement.             
 

Haiti has many needs.  RJMs, Quest Volunteers, and Haitians all work together to 
meet these needs, with programs designed to give the Haitian people the  tools 
they want to improve their lives and transform the future of Haiti. 

 

Tim Sheridan, yearlong QUEST Volunteer 
From Worthington, OH   
 

I am a retired entrepreneur looking to forge an encore career in Haiti with the singular 
focus on creating jobs and stimulating entrepreneurial activity.  It is a tall order 
indeed but I hope to make an impact in a small way.  I am hoping that a 'resurrected' 
egg laying operation and a business centered around alternative charcoal will result 
in jobs for unemployed Haitians. 
 

At full capacity, a hen house can produce 30,000 eggs per month which 
provide needed protein to school lunch programs, create jobs, support local 
farmers and ultimately create a sustainable business in the local community. 
 

After being dormant for a few years, we are 
implementing procedures to reopen the hen 
house as a profitable enterprise.  Review of  the 
prior operation’s accounting will help minimize 
expenses and better account for all revenues.  
We are looking at alternative feed sources as 
well as formulation of our own branded feed.   
 

Nearly 98% of Haiti is deforested;  the culprit is wood charcoal.  It is estimated that 80% of Haitian families 
rely on wood charcoal to prepare meals.  An alternative “green” charcoal is needed. 
 

I am investigating “green” charcoal alternatives to wood 
such as sugar cane bagasse (the fibrous matter left after 
the juice has been extracted from the cane), rice husks, 
elephant grass, etc.  I have met with organizations 
that are already making “green” charcoal with bagasse 
and elephant grass. 
 

Pictured here is a test I did between “green” charcoal 
and wood charcoal, measuring heat, cooking times, etc.  
I found that “green” charcoal cooks faster, burns hotter 
and burns longer than traditional Haitian wood charcoal.   
 

I am researching how a scaled down “green” charcoal 
operation could be implemented in Gros Morne.   
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Matt Meglan, Repeat yearlong QUEST Volunteer 
From St. Louis, MO 
 

                                           Below are excerpts from a January 17th article about Matt 
                                                                   in the Herald-Whig newspaper.  

 
Former Quincyan with IT skills volunteering in Haiti 
By Deborah Gertz Husar, Herald-Whig  
 

GROS MORNE, Haiti — A  2012 trip to Haiti impressed Matt Meglan with the country's needs but left him 
unsure how he could help.   "I'm not a nurse or doctor,"  he said.  "I'm not a teacher." 
 

Meglan, a St. Louis native and information technology specialist, earned a master of business administration 
degree from Quincy University.  He took advantage of an opportunity to return to Haiti in 2014, this time 
with laptop computers supplied by his then-employer Blessing Hospital. 
 

So now Meglan is back in Haiti working as part of the QUEST volunteer program through the Religious of 
Jesus and Mary out of Washington, D.C. and living in Kay Jezi-Mari (Jesus Mary House) in Gros Morne, a 
town of about 30,000 about 3.5 hours north of Haiti's capital, Port-au-Prince.   
 

When the financial crisis in Greece cost the school some of its sponsors, 100 kids lost the chance to attend 
because they couldn't pay the $30 tuition.  Meglan's friend Jill Hart, a systems analyst at Blessing, wanted 
to do something.  After emailing co-workers, "the next thing we knew, we raised $3,000.  We'd like to try to 
continue the support in the future because we know Matt.  He was well-loved here at Blessing." 
 

A self-described "abnormal" volunteer because of his IT skills 
and willingness to drive in a country with "no rules" on the 
road, 25-year-old Meglan fulfills many roles for his supervisors, 
longtime volunteers Sisters Jacqueline Picard and Patricia Dillon 
with the local hospital, and Jesus Mary School. 
 

"I do a lot of IT support in the region. I just got back from farther 
up in the mountains to work with a parish priest who had issues 
with his satellite connection," Meglan said.  "My favorite thing 
is that I get to apply a skill like information technology to a 
country that has had a brain drain.  A lot of people who get 
educated leave this country, and it feels good to bring these 
skills back. I help people gain access to knowledge." 
 

He does support work for other volunteer groups doing tech-
nology projects in Haiti, runs the occasional errand for the sisters, 
works with a new solar-powered computer lab at Jesus Mary 
School along with a lab at another school about 25 minutes 
away, and helps out wherever needed.  His latest project, 
which still needs financial support, will expand electricity and 
computer programs for the school's administration. 
 

"We do kind of turn into workaholics, but it's fun to do," Meglan said.  "My contract is up July 31.  I have 
the option of re-upping for another year, and I'm highly considering it." 
 

Some of the comforts of home might be miles away or nonexistent. "I definitely miss ice cream," he said.  "I 
keep dreaming of Chicago deep-dish pizza.  We make homemade pizza here, but it's not the same."  So 
Meglan has found new favorites.  "They have fried pork down here which is incredible," he said. 
 

He urges those interested in volunteering to make a short-term visit first before uprooting themselves.  
"The struggle you have at the beginning helps you grow as a person, helps you tackle other problems later 
on in life," Meglan said.  "There's always 1,000 excuses not to do stuff like this, but it's worth doing." 
 

It's worth enough to Meglan that he sees himself continuing to live and work in Haiti.  "I'm on a journey to 
find a job for six months in Haiti and six months in the States," he said.  "I don't know what that job is, but I 
think in some way I'm always going to be involved here." 

http://www.whig.com/staffer/52
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Brittany Galvin, Former repeat yearlong QUEST Volunteer, continuing her involvement 

From Quincy, IL 
 

I first started to volunteer with the Quest program the summer of 2009 for Camp Claudine 
during the month of July and then a month later I began my journey as a yearlong Quest 
volunteer which evolved into two years ending the Fall of 2011.  While studying to become 
a Nurse Practitioner, I returned often to continue to help the sisters in Gros Morne and 
continue to visit when vacation time allows. 

 

Alma Mater Hospital in Gros Morne is the only 24/7 hospital 
in the region and over the past 4 years has partnered with 
Centura Global Health Initiative.  Led by Karla Prentiss, they 
have supported Alma Mater Hospital through staff development 
and overall hospital improvements.  Here Sr. Jackie Picard, 
RJM (in green) takes delivery of a new digital x-ray machine 
and sterilizer.  Centura also provided Alma Mater the means 
to electronically track equipment and materials, improved 
efficiencies at the hospital, and funded various other projects.   
 

 

Anne Heffernan, Yearlong Viatores Christi volunteer, with 
Srs. Nazareth Ybarra and Rose Kelly, RJM in Jean Rabel 
From Dublin, Ireland 
 

I have two adult children, a daughter 
in Australia and son in Dublin.  I decided 
to volunteer in Haiti because I was at 
a stage when I needed to feel I was 
doing something worthwhile with my 
life, my time.  I hope to make a 
difference to people’s lives while I am 
here, by teaching IT skills which can 
improve their ability to make a liveli-
hood, in a global, technological age. 
 

I also blog about my time in Haiti which you can read at:  
www.theheffernanfiles.com. 
 

Centura Global Health has also initiated 
a program for local birth attendants in 
greater Gros Morne and the general 
Artibonite region, called Helping Babies 
Breath.  The program trains the birth 
attendants how to revive babies who 
are struggling to breath immediately 
after birth.  Below is a practice station.   
 

They have hired a full time Haitian 
nurse to lead the program allowing for 
trainings year round on the skills to save 
newborns struggling with their first 
breaths of life.  Here a group of recently 
trained birth attendants are pictured 
with the Centura Health team.  
 

 

(All photos from Centura Global Health Initiatives) 

Editor’s Note:  Anne is also 
the author of Our Boomtime 
Rats: Who Do They Think They 
Are? about her life in Ireland 
and the impact of Ireland’s  
“credit crunch” on her situ-
ation, available on amazon 
at www.amzn.to/1r3IqMP. 

http://www.theheffernanfiles.com
http://amzn.to/1r3IqMP
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Geri Lanham, repeat yearlong QUEST Volunteer 
From Charleston, IL 
 

Geri hails from Charleston, IL, although she is very happy to now call Kay Jezi-Mari in 
Gros Morne her home.  She graduated from Notre Dame in 2015, and since arriving in 
Haiti enjoys the many unexpected adventures, also known as everyday life, of living in 
Haiti and working with the various projects that comprise the mission of the RJMs.  
 

At the Grepin Formation Center a team of 2 agronomists 
and 4 agronomy technicians is always on the move, working  
with farmers from all 8 of the communal sections of Gros 

Morne.  The Agronomy team seeks out solutions to issues facing farmers, and 
offers their expertise to those who are interested in learning new farming tech-
niques, increasing their yields, and diversifying their income by incorporating 
animals, growing small scale gardens, or planting trees.  Farmers are encouraged 
to implement a multi-crop rotation cycle, which protects their local environment 
and benefits the whole community.  On the right is a talk on natural pest control. 
 

Partnering with the Mercy Sisters' Focus on Haiti initiative, Maison Bon Samaritain 
provides care for 22 residents, both male and female.  Residents participate in daily 
literacy courses with many of them learning to write their names for the first time, 
weekly arts and crafts projects, and monthly birthday celebrations for residents and 
staff. New this year, our 4-person nursing staff is taking a computer course to improve 
their resident data collection and reporting skills.   

 

Hopital Alma Mater (HAM) makes it possible to welcome various medical 
mission teams to Gros Morne each year, like Centura Global Health Initiatives, 
Global Health Ministry, as well as nurses from the French Red Cross.  These 
teams go out to serve the more rural areas of the region, as identified by the 
HAM community health workers who keep tabs on the healthcare needs of 
the surrounding areas.  Here a child’s leg is being held while a cast is applied.  
 

Lèkol Jezi Meri (Jesus-Mary Primary School) expands the horizons 
of students via books in the library and projects in the computer 
lab, both of which are used to reinforce the curriculum teachers 
follow with their classes. And by continuing their own education by 
participating in formations like Ayiti Li and  Anseye pou Ayiti, the 
teaching staff strives to adapt to the changing needs of students 
and implement new teaching techniques in the classroom.  

 
 
 

 

Each summer 300 children enjoy Camp 
Claudine under the guidance of 20 
Haitian counselors and their foreign 
counterparts who come to volunteer 
in Gros Morne for the month of July.  
Campers sing songs, play games, make 
crafts, swim in the river, eat healthy 
meals and fellowship.  Special camp 
days include a talent show, soccer 
match, camp Olympics, and a final 
mass to give thanks for the goodness 
of the summer.  
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Aileen Reed, Former yearlong QUEST Volunteer, continuing her involvement  
From Charleston, IL 
 

I have been coming to Haiti since I did my yearlong volunteering in 2012-2013, and I am 
always looking for a way to go back. I can’t stay away!  
 

After some fundraising, in December 2016 I went back to Haiti and brought with me a 
water filtration system called Water With Blessings.  Too many people in this world don’t 
have the luxury of clean, safe water.  With their hands, mothers and women are able to 
use the water system to access clean water for their families and children. 

 

The current QUEST volunteers Pujan Mapchan and Geri Lanham, and myself 
trained two Haitian women to be teachers; they then trained over 50 of their 
Haitian friends in the Gros Morne area.  Over the course of two weeks, we went 
to different areas of greater Gros Morne often accompanied by two local female 
agronomy technicians, to educate the communities not only on the filters but the 
importance of clean water.  Here, an agronomy technician explains that the filters 
remove not just dirt, but also parasites and water-borne illnesses. 
 

Below, women in Pendus, show off their new filters and buckets.  Now they and 
their children will have clean, safe water to drink because of this simple to use 
and easy to maintain water filtration system.  
 

 

Pujan Mapchan, Yearlong QUEST Volunteer 
From Oakland, CA 
 

I am interning with Centura Health, working  
about 20 hours a week at Alma Mater Hospital.  
Currently, I work with Madam Luis at the pharmacy 
depot doing inventory.  We are putting everything 
into a program called InFlow which organizes 
and records most things in the hospital; a partic-
ular challenge is that the pharmacy and depot 
both use a government program called Chanel.   

 

At our school, Lèkol Jezi Meri, I have 
been looking into our lunch program 
to see how much nutritional value 
students are getting in each meal.  
At each meal, I record what is being 
cooked, measure the amount of 
food cooked, and observe how 
much food is consumed.  With this 
information, I am looking to see if 
there is anything we could do to 
improve the nutritional value of the 
lunch program the students receive. 
 

Aileen, a past volunteer, came to Gros 
Morne with water filtration systems; so 
Geri, Aileen, and I went to different locations 
such as churches, villages, schools, and clinics 
to do the trainings.  An additional purpose 
of the trainings was to empower women.  
The water filtration system they received 
will be shared among the people in the 
community, so that even more people 
will have access to clean drinking  water. 

 

I can never make a trip to Haiti without 
stopping to see Papouch  and his 
vibrant smile.  I got to know him in 
2012, when he was 11 and didn’t have 
the opportunity to go to school because 
he is deaf.  Through family and friends 
support, he is now going to a specialized 

school. I love 
to witness what 
a wonderful 
environment the 
Monfort School 
for the Deaf in 
St. Marc has 
been for him 
and for others.   
Papouch now   
excels not just 
scholastically, 
you can see he 
has even passed 
me in height!  



 

6 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 13, 2017                                                                                                            

 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

As I write this letter today to thank you for your generous support of our Haiti ministries and  
projects throughout 2016, I am sitting appropriately enough in Haiti, specifically in our chapel in 
Gros Morne.  From here I can see the mountain ranges that surround Gros Morne and hear the 
sounds of this bustling town! 

The winter edition of the Haiti Mission Newsletter features seven Quest volunteers.  Some are 
currently serving with our sisters in Gros Morne; some continue to return to Haiti for varying  
periods of time.  As you meet them, you will see that each one has specific projects in which s/he 
is fully engaged.  Through those projects, each works with and among Haitians, preparing and 
empowering them to carry the projects into the future -- projects that will assure and support   
education, health, healthy living, and raising family incomes. 

You, too, are a very important player in the work of our sisters and volunteers in Haiti.  Your 
prayer, support, encouragement, and donations assist us in our mission of becoming people of 
healing, compassion, and stewards of all God’s creation. 

The last article in the Newsletter highlights a program that Sr. Patricia Dillon explains called   
Kado-Kado (in English, Gift-Gift).  It begins with the gift of a female goat to a family who then 
learn to care for, nurture, and breed the goat.  The first born of her second litter is then given to    
another family and the cycle of Kado-Kado begins again. 

As I read about the program, it struck me that we have a Kado-Kado program.  Each of you is a 
gift-gift for the USA-Haiti Province of the Religious of Jesus and Mary.  Your gift of prayer, 
support, and financial assistance becomes a gift to individual Haitians, a gift that, with God’s 
grace and in time, will become a gift to another Haitian, and another Haitian!  Thank you! 

Know that we hold you, your loved ones, and your intentions in our prayers, 

In Jesus and Mary, 

 

Margaret Perron, RJM 
Provincial, USA-Haiti Province of the Religious of Jesus and Mary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Religious of Jesus and Mary • Provincial Office • 821 Varnum St., NE, Washington, DC 20017 
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Update on Kado-Kado Goats expansion and Vet Tech Course, in previous Newsletter 
Pat Dillon (Sr. Pat is so excited about this fabulous news that she insists you be told in this issue rather than the next.) 
 

Because so many people and churches have contributed towards goats, the project 
has expanded and the families of over 180 students in Gros Morne parish schools 
have received the gift of a female goat!  They also committed to give a baby goat  
to the next waiting family, when their goat has female offspring.  Since you get a 
goat and give a goat, the project is called Kado-Kado Goats (“Gift-Gift” Goats).   
 

Families also received vital instruction in goat care.  However, with all the additional 
goats (and very little government veterinary care available), the parish needed 
people trained in animal care. 
 

Two of our agricultural technicians, Sonje Saint Gilles and Roseline Maggophie, got the last two slots in the 
Christian Veterinary Mission’s present course in animal husbandry, with Focus on Haiti financing their par-
ticipation!   Sonje and Roseline are two of three women in a class of nineteen, and are at the top of their 
class doing exceptionally well in this excellent program.  As they learn, Sonje and Roseline are offering 
goat care to the families who received goats. 
 

And since we also need to train volunteers up in the mountain communities to offer preventive and basic 
 

Gail Grady, Yearlong QUEST Volunteer 
From Glen Burnie, MD 
 

I am 62 years old, a mom of two 
adult children and recently retired. 
I have been visiting my sister parish 
in Haiti once or twice a year since 
2010.  I felt called to live in Haiti 
permanently and was delighted to 
find the opportunity to begin my 
journey with QUEST in Gwomòn.  
 

What interested me most about Quest was the many and varied 
programs already in place here with which to get involved. 
 

Currently I serve as Director of 
Mercy Beyond Borders, a non-
profit established to empower 
girls and women to advance 
and become leaders in society.  
I love the program and realize 
the gift it is to the women of 
Gwomòn. Here, MBB Scholars 
perform mandatory volunteer 
service, at their chosen site - 
the Agronomy Center in Grepin. 
 

However my true love is being out in the 
community, meeting people, encouraging 
them, and also helping them with their 
medical needs. I hope that will be my 
focus when my temporary assignment to 
the MBB program has ended. 
 

Pictured here is 3 year old 
Phalandjina’s foot before 
surgery and Phalandjina 
casted and recuperating 
from surgery. 

health care for the goats, next month 
Sonje and Roseline will begin training 
identified community leaders in basic 
goat care and preventative heath care.   
 

One week each  
month, they receive 
intensive training 
in basic and pre-
ventive care, and 
will have access to 
medicine.  Both 
women have learned 
to perform Caesareans 
and how to care 
for wounds.  Here 
Roseline  practices 
suturing technique 
on fabric.    

 

Sonje and Roseline have both operated 
on goats, removing plastic bags in the 
goats  ́ intestines that prevented them  
from eating.  Here Sonje observes as the 
instructor completes surgery on a goat 
during one of the training sessions.   
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Haiti Mission Fund donations 
are tax-deductible 

 

Donations can be made online at  www.rjmusa.org,   
          click on “Support us” above green bar, 
             select  “Donate Online” and fill in information,      
              select “RJM Haiti Fund” as the designation.  
 
 

Donations payable to “Religious of Jesus and Mary” 
with “Haiti Fund” on memo line can be mailed to: 
          Haiti Mission Fund  
          Religious of Jesus and Mary 
          821 Varnum Street, NE 
          Washington, DC  20017 

       

Mitch and Jennifer Askew, both Yearlong QUEST Volunteers, continuing their involvement 
Flagstaff, AZ 
 

The Flagstaff High School Humanitarian Club has been raising money to build homes in Gros Morne, Haiti.   
 

Sponsored by teachers Mitch and Jennie Askew, both former yearlong QUEST volunteers, the students have 
been raising awareness and money in small ways over the last two years - a dollar at a time - sponsoring a 
battle of bands, selling t-shirts and food.  Home-building is scheduled to begin in June and you’ll read 
more about this exciting project in the Summer issue of the Haiti Mission Newsletter. 
 

But, if you prefer to be removed from the mailing, contact Molly at mshakeri@rjmusa.org or (202) 526-3203. 

QUEST—Volunteers for Haiti 
 

For APPLICATION or QUESTIONS: 
 Visit: www.rjmusa.org, or contact: 

Sr. Rita Ricker, RJM 
4602 Clemson Road 
College Park, MD  20740 
(301) 927-7118 
rricker@rjmusa.org 

 

Pictures available at:  https://www.facebook. 
com/pages/RJM-Haiti/157881924310644 

Choose between two QUEST service opportunities: 
 

One-Month Volunteer 
Be a Summer Camp Counselor at Kan Klodin 
(Creole for “Camp Claudine”) which runs for 
four weeks from the last week of June until 
the end of July, for about 300 elementary 
school children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yearlong Volunteer 
Be a yearlong volunteer from September to 
August, changing lives by working in a wide 
range of ministry areas including:  Education, 
Agriculture, Technology, and Economic Devel-
opment. 

https://rjmusa.org/support?reset=1&id=1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/RJM-Haiti/157881924310644
https://www.facebook.com/pages/RJM-Haiti/157881924310644

