
Photos, L to R; Sisters Jackie and Isa helping earthquake victims, children finding solace in an activity, and Sr. Isa with Han Isabelle, a child, orphaned in the 

earthquake.  Today, she has been adopted and is attending school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

      

 
 
 
 

 
 

A Brief Culture Immersion - Sr. Margaret Perron, RJM 

 

Experiencing Haiti – its geography, culture, 

customs, and especially its people!  
 

From November 17 – 24, I had the opportunity to 

accompany Monica Joseph, RJM, superior general, and  

Alejandra Diaz, RJM, councilor for the Americas, on their 

very short visit to Haiti.  We visited Gros Morne, Jean 

Rabel; visiting the atelier to see 

the women at work; and 

visiting the first pre-school 

established in the area at 

Colette.  Not only has the 

school grown to include grades 

one to six, there are at least 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

more pre-schools in small rural villages and towns.  We 

visited Jesus Mary School in Fon Ibo where we had a 

wonderful presentation of the history of the school from 

Met Lenny and his staff, a visit to several grades, and time 

to watch and work 

with children in the 

computer lab.  Next 

we visited Bon 

Samaritan, the home 

for the poor and 

elderly, and Alma 

Mater Hospital 

where construction 

of a new wing is 

underway.  Friday we were on our way back to Port-au-

Prince to visit St. Joseph workshop where prostheses and 

orthodics are made for and fitted to clients and to tour the 

grounds of Sacred Heart parish.  The next day we visited the 

city to see the new government buildings being constructed 

and other parts of the city and ended the morning with a 

visit to the Brothers of the Sacred Heart where we enjoyed 

vistas of Port-au-Prince.  In the afternoon we attended a 

meeting of the Family of Jesus and Mary, learned about 

their origin, and their mission in La Gonave.  We welcomed 

each of the 14 members with an FJM pin and a prayer of 

Pope Francis and then enjoyed a delicious home cooked 

meal, with plenty of conversation and laughter. 

ENDURING THE AFTERMATH: Sincere Gratitude to each benefactor for your 

incredible generosity to our 2010 Haiti Earthquake Fund and beyond. 
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  R e l i g i ous  o f  J es us  an d  Ma ry  

With the children (L. to R.) Srs. Monica, Alejandra and Margaret 

The FJM in Port-au-Prince 



 

Sunday all the RJMs met to have conversations about how 

and why each sister came to Haiti and why each stays; three 

“learnings’ from her life and ministry in Haiti; and what 

each sees as the three greatest needs of Haiti.   

And Monday, we were 

on our way:  two to 

Rome via Guadaloupe 

and Paris, one to the 

US, two to Jean Rabel, 

two to Gros Morne!  

Although the trip was 

too short for the 

timeframe and a bit of 

a whirlwind, it was a 

delight to be with our 

sisters and to hear them share our mission and ministries 

with Monica and Alejandra!  


 

Together We Advance 
 

Srs. Rose Kelly and Nazareth Ybarra 
 

These children from Nan 18 and Coton area in Jean Rabel, 

are very happy because there were volunteers who came last 

summer and set up a summer program with the teachers, 

Director Rosette in red on the left, Yolene standing behind 

her and Lourdia to the right. Many of these children would 

not be able to attend school without the financial help and 

support of people like yourselves.  
 

Thank you so much! Their motto here "Ansanm Pi 

Bon" meaning “Together we are Better,” sums up their 

experience in the schools and indeed, together with you our 

donors! There are so many other children who live with 

their grandmothers, and literally have no possibility of 

education, but you and your friends have a solution that you 

already have tried and tested. 
 

God bless you! Next year we hope to have the means to 

set up another summer project for these and other children 

in the 6 schools. 









 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Envoys in a World of Need: 
Quest Volunteer Testimonies 
 

 

Katherine Williams 
 

It’s incredible how fast our time in Haiti has gone by, 

but I’m amazed at everything we have been able to do in 

just three months.  I have done things that I never thought I 

would ever do, like assist in the delivery of a baby, attend a 

conference solely devoted to improving the management of 

goats in Haiti, watch a group of 5th graders build a compost 

pile, and find a whole new family here at Kay Jezi-Mari. 
 

One of the reasons being a Quest Volunteer was so 

appealing was the opportunity to try my hand in several 

different fields and I have been able to do just that.  For 

example, I’m a strong a believer in the benefits of self-

expression and creativity.  Currently, we are also working 

with the 3rd grade, I couldn’t be happier.  It has been 

wonderful to watch these students use their imaginations 
on the several lessons we have done so far. 
 

 

Agriculture is an extremely important part of the Haitian 

livelihood. Sr. Pat Dillon and I are working with several 

schools in the area to implement an environmental 

education program for the 4th grade that includes not only 

learning about many aspects of the environment, but also 

growing and then planting trees.  The goal of this program 

is to build a generation of environmentally conscious 

students who can take what they learn and extend it beyond 

the classroom. 
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Your Contributions went to buy 30 female goats 

for three new communities in Chacho and Kasimi 
on the far side of Trois Rivieres where the 
participants are families who have students in Jesus-
Mary School.  All the families received formation in 

goat care and yard gardens. 

DONATE  

WWW.RJM-US.ORG 



I have learned so much 

from the people here and 

it has been an honor to 

build on my 

understanding of the 

struggles in Haiti and the 

potential solutions.  We 

have already come so far 

since Beth, Frankie and I 

first met in the Bronx in the beginning of August, and I am 

very much looking forward to what is in store over the next 

few months. 
 

This has been only a taste of what I have done since I’ve 

arrived here.  If you would like to read more, as well as see 

more pictures, you can check out my blog.  

http://questforhaiti2014to15.blogspot.com/    

 

 
Elizabeth Ratke 
 
Hello everyone my name is Elizabeth Ratke and I 

graduated from the Catholic University of America last 

May. This is my third time in Haiti and I am beyond happy 

to be back in my second home. While I am here for the 

year-long program my main focus is working at our school. 

I have three main projects along with little ones.  
 

The two main projects I am 

working on are fundraising 

and building a playground 

for our school, while also 

doing maintenance at our 

old school, and the school 

across the river. I have 

chosen educational toys 

such as a play clock, a math 

tire, and motor skill toy. I’ve 

also decided to put in a 

climbing dragon and tire climber, along with some other 

small toys. The whole playground will be built out of 

recycled tires. Now, here in Haiti you can find used tires 

anywhere along the streets, but you do have to pay a price 

for them. I also have to buy pieces of wood, nails, bolts, 

screws, and paint for the playground.  
 

My second main project 

is doing some 

maintenance at our old school and school across the river. 

The maintenance that I would be doing at our school is 

painting each classroom. At our old school we do not have 

electricity and the rooms are very dark for our students.  

 

 

We have curtains 

on the small 

windows because 

the light is usually 

shinning in their 

eyes all day. My 

plan is to paint the 

classrooms and 

they will become 

brighter and 

cleaner for the 

students. 
 

A story that I want to share with you is about two specific 

children at our school. It was probably one of the roughest 

days I have experienced here in Haiti. When I walked 

through the gates of the school a little boy’s sister came to 

me telling me her brother was sick. He had a fungal 

infection over his neck, and around his arm pits. I tried as 

best as I could to cover it from the bugs but it didn’t last too 

long.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One positive thing that came out of this situations was that 

we did get medicine to the little boy with the fungal 

infection, in hopes he will be feeling better in a few days. 

It’s experiences like this that open your eyes, and you 

realize that at the end of the day someone has it a lot worse 

than you do. If you would like to read more, my blog page 

is http://40ratke.blogspot.com/.  

 

 
Francesca Singleton 
 

y experience in Haiti so far has been challenging, 

rewarding, and beautiful. It is challenging to work 

through the language barrier and adjust to cultural norms, 

rewarding to serve people through my time, presence, and 

ministry and beautiful to see the face of God each day 

through simple gestures, like the smile of a little child, and 

also to experience the development of my own empathy 

through service to the most vulnerable. Thank you to 

everyone who supports us! Your support is changing the 

lives of those we serve, and my own life as well.  
 

There are several different ministries that I've been working 

on:  I’m working with the parish in Gros Morne to locate 

funding for the construction of a parish center; working on 

having the new literacy program in place sometime in early  
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2015; and each day 

visiting Maison Bon 

Samaritain (House of the 

Good Samaritan), which 

is a home for the elderly 

and homeless, while 

spending time with each 

person every morning, 

which typically involves 

a variety of activities. Also, I work in conjunction with 

Mercy Beyond Borders so that 50+ teenage girls can 

volunteer with the residents each month. Other smaller 

ministries include taking communion to home bound 

parishioners every month, helping Sr. Jackie Picard with  

Food for the Poor management, and slowly yet steadily 

planning for camp this July.  

Thank you again for your continued support!  And feel free 

to follow my blog at myyearingrosmorne.blogspot.com.  

 

 
 

Thank you Quest Volunteers for your fortitude, and for giving of 
yourselves to better the lives of  those less fortunate! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
An Example of the Many, Many Needs of Humanity 

From Sr. Rose Kelly, RJM in Jean Rabel, Haiti 
 

A lady came to the house today, 

asking for help to send her little girl 

to school. Lanise Voltaire is a 

Haitian woman who has 3 children; 

2 sons and a daughter.  Her 

daughter, Lovenica Louis is 6 years 

of age now.  Lovenica has spent the 

3 years in the preschool in 

Diondion, and is now graduating to 

the primary school in the area, but 

Lanise has no money to pay for her 

uniform, etc. 

Lanise explained that the father of 

her children has put her out of the 

house, has taken the two sons, one being 12 months, and 

refused to recognize the daughter as his, because he said she 

is a lighter color than the sons!  Lanise was looking after her  

 

 

own father, who was ill for a number of months and who 

died on September 8, 2014. 

Lanise is unable to write because her fingers have been 

affected by Typhoid she contracted, or by the injection she  

received, rendering 3 fingers paralyzed on one hand and one 

finger on the other hand. 

This is just one example of the many women who endure 

hardships day in and day out in Haiti, as they try to provide 

the basic needs for their children.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

di ou mèsi – Thank you 

OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION  

FOR 2014 

 

 

 

 

Please help us provide a 

playground for the 

children at our school. For 

more information on this 

project visit our Website 

at www.rjm-us.org and 

click on Contribute to 

RJM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L. to R. Beth Ratke, Katherine Williams and Francesca Singleton 

http://www.rjm-us.org/

