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ital rainwater harvesting projects, 
 and the Seed Bank program spurred by irrigation from rainwater cisterns. 

This is a fulfillment of Isaiah 55:1,10-11:  
 

“Listen … everyone who is thirsty! Come to the waters; and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat! ... the rain and snow come down from the heavens,  

and ... water the earth and make it bring forth and sprout, 
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater ….”

 
 
 

and the nutrient-rich ash improves the soil fertility.  However, after a few 

Here Aneus Saint Jusmar, an Agricultural Technician from Grepen Center, 
assesses the damage done to over 30 acres of gardens in Perou after a  
slash-and-burn fire got out of control and burned 1,835 trees! 

 

FERRO-CEMENT RAINWATER HARVESTING CISTERNS - Gros Morne 
 

 
 

Ferro-cement construction 
technique uses reinforced 

and corrosion. 
 

projects. 
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Project for 
one of the communities who suffer dreadfully from drought and have to travel long distances for water.  
However, when the necessary budget was drawn up, more funds were needed!  The Allegany Franciscan 
Ministries and our other donors came to the rescue. 
 

the last four months.  Wicho Filor (in red), with his colleagues, 
Luc Placide (in blue) and Sanfleuris Fleurinor, in cooperation 
with Casek Riquet, have done marvelous work. 
 

4 kilometer 

monthly fee from each household and hold community 
meetings to take care of the five fountains. 

 

The people of Nan 18 and Cotton are so very grateful for this basic gift of water.   

heartfelt words of gratitude to all who have helped to make this project a reality.  
May Jesus and Mary bless you for your prayer and generosity. 
 

- Sr. Rose Kelly, RJM 

 

and time to teach this exciting new technology and certify Haitians to 
build rainwater cisterns or other ferro-cement structures.  The masons 
built two cisterns, one 500-gallon and the other 1250-gallon, on site at 

  
masons, who attended the five-day, hands-on workshop in constructing 
ferro-cement cisterns, are shown holding their graduation certificates.   

   

farmer organizations are providing the rocks, sand, gravel, water 
and the movement of materials for a cistern to be built to harvest the rain. 
 

- Sr. Pat Dillon RJM 
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SEED BANK PACKETS - in time for Spring Planting  
 

Thanks to the Seed Bank at the Grepen Agronomy Center, 

are taking advantage of quality seeds that the seed bank 
 

 

 
are interested in planting gardens, but who maybe need a 
little help to kickstart this endeavor.    
 

harvest, farmers must give the seed bank a portion of their 
harvest.  This enables the seed bank to offer quality seeds 
to even more farmers, and expand after every harvest.  

 

Despite the challenges of responding to the diversity of factors that impact the gardens in Gros Morne, the 
agronomy team puts many miles on their motos (motorcycles) to visit even the most remote gardens to 
offer advice and encouragement to the farmers who are perhaps planting a crop of sweet potatoes, yams, 
or black beans for the first time. 
 

On the right, Grepen Agronomist Teligene Méléus (white 
shirt) works alongside participants to show them how to 
use old gallon jugs to make a small yard garden.  The goal 
of these yard gardens, which can be planted in buckets, 
old tires, or any other vessel, is to both provide diversity 

 
income from the excess crop that the family can sell in  
the market to raise their standard of living.   
 

also results in high quality locally grown vegetables in  
the Gros Morne market.  Larger farmers have been able 
to plant 3 crops of black beans with a single portion of 
seeds provided by the seed bank.  
 

- Geri Lanham, with Mercy Beyond Borders and former year-long QUEST Volunteer 

 

 

A few years ago, Mercy Focus on Haiti financed twenty-eight 500-600 gallon 
rain water collection tanks in the Cressac neighborhood near the RJM house 
in Gros Morne.  Now, thanks again to Mercy Focus on Haiti, 40 new plastic 
tanks like this one, are being installed around Gros Morne!   
 

residents and staff have water to wash their hands, use in cleaning, as well 
as running water in the kitchen! 
 

Plastic cisterns are more expensive and not quite as durable as ferro-cement 

 
 

- Sr. Pat Dillon RJM 
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UPDATE ON SITUATION IN HAITI 
 

By Srs. Middia Doute RJM, Josela Gil Navarro RJM and Farzana Philip RJM in the city of Port-au-Prince 
 

Anguish and insecurity are paralyzing our lives and our country.  We go from crisis to crisis.  The situation is 

 
 

On February 3, a few moments before the Mass Celebration for 
the first anniversary of the Haiti Mission’s 

Despite the shots, three parents accompanied by their children, 

 
 

Haiti feels fragile.  Multiple political and economic forces, some which are hidden and some which operate 
in plain sight of the public, are negatively impacting the lives of all Haitians who are struggling to live amidst 
a continuous uptick in insecurity.  Gangs with various levels of structure and coordination roam the streets 
of Port-au-Prince wrecking havoc, even and especially in broad daylight.  Kidnappings happen frequently, 

to the north and the south that connect the capital to the rest of the country.  

  Prince 

happen to mistakenly get caught up in some of the frequent gang violence.   
 

differ  
 

 
 

 

Haiti Mission Fund 
donations 

are tax-deductible 
 

Donate online at  www.rjmusa.org,   
      click on “Support us” above green bar, 
      select  “Donate Online” and fill in info.,      
      select “RJM Haiti Fund” as designation.  
 
 

Donate by check payable to “Religious of  
Jesus and Mary” with “Haiti Fund” on the 
memo line, and mail to: 
      Haiti Mission Fund  
      c/o Religious of Jesus and Mary 
      821 Varnum Street, NE 
      Washington, DC  20017 

 

NOTICE 
 

The two QUEST service opportunities:   

Counselor at Kan Klodin  
 

Yearlong Volunteer from September to August 
 

of the political situation in Haiti. 

 
the country that they have never known.  

https://rjmusa.org/support?reset=1&id=1

