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HAITI MISSION PRAYER TEAM - Marillac Residence, Wellesley Hills, MA 
  

names of all those being remembered was posted.  
  

The generosity of these “partners in mission” has 
raised more than $100,000 in the prior 5 months (

Together), the foundation of our Spanish Province. 
  

To you, our donors, on behalf of those being served in our missions, we say: 
 
 

We are deeply grateful for our “partners in mission” 
who have given more than $100,000 in a 5-month period 

 
 

 

Thank you very much! / Mèsi Anpil!  

Shown above in  chapel are:  (left), Bernadette Oliva, Picard, Lucie Jusseaume, 
Lavoie, Shirley Leveille, and Vivian Patenaude.  
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PROTECTING CHILDREN / ENDING THE PRACTICE OF RESTAVEKS - Gros Morne 
  

The spark for the founding of the Haiti Mission in 1997, occurred when Sr. Laura Dulude read an article 

so that the Restavek students and teachers could have their own space.  When Sr. Vivian moved 

Gros Morne, 
we hope that everything we have done since 1997 helps families take better care of their children, so 
they treat them well and are less likely to give them away in hope of their having food and schooling. 
 

treat and raise children, whether their own, or extended family or unrelated children living with them.  
 

(right) as the coordinator. 
  

After security-related delays, the Beyond Borders team returned in late  

15-20 of their neighbors in using the “Education is Conversation” model,  

and leading people to see there are better alternatives.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

During the second week, the supervisors and animators worked with neighborhood leaders to do social 
mapping, as seen in these photos where residents proudly show their mapped communities.  
  

In March, more than 600 participants took part in this Open Space activity after eight weeks of dialogue 

raising their own children and the children of deceased relatives living with them.  
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CARING FOR MALNOURISHED CHILDREN - Jean Rabel 
 

people.  
 

development.  If these children are taken care of now, it will prevent many problems in the future: 
 

 illnesses will be less, 

  
    children. 
 money, if one has it, will not be spent on doctors  

     and medicines. 
 children will not miss out on their education due  

    to poor school attendance.  
 

Celestin Celeste (left), a nurse assistant, never tires 
of reaching out to families and identifying those in 

on simple and natural ways of combating hunger. 
 

The numbers of those in need has increased drastically since last year.  This is due not only to the rise in 
prices but also to the loss of the first harvest.  Last year 200 children were enrolled.  This January alone, 
over 100 have already presented for treatment.  The project has added another person to the team, to 
cope with the increased demand. 
 

both programs continue to minister to these isolated communities. 
 

However, there is great joy in noticing  improvement in health over a six-month period of a child who 
was so weak that she was unable to walk, but who is now walking and attending school! 
 

Thank you for your support in literally giving LIFE to these children! 
 

- Sr. Rose Kelly, RJM 

 

a 4-neighborhood plan for ending violence 
against children and women and girls. As I  

 
 

 

- Sr. Pat Dillon, RJM 
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JESUS-MARY YOUTH ACTIVITIES - Gros Morne 
  

weapon to save the world.”  Because of this, the youth decided to accompany children in trying to free 
them in body, mind and spirit. 
  

time for playing and sharing a snack. 
 

Toward the end of the month, the children celebrated 
Christmas with great love and joy.  Afterwards, the J-M 
Youth could not hide their feelings:  
said, “Thanks to this experience, I was able to discover 
many hidden talents in myself”;  Kestana R.M. Dessé 
responded, “This activity made me feel like I’m in a big 
family that is Pastoral Jesus-Mary”; and Yves Renerson 
Dessé said, “With this great work, we really showed 
that in union there is strength.”  

 

 

- by Yves Renerson Dessé, a J-M Youth 
 
 
 

 

alive today in their lives here in Gros Morne and in the 
29 countries where J-M is present. 
 

(courtesy of our Canadian sisters), there was time for 
personal reflection and small group sharing.  In a group 
activity, the spread of the seed planted by St. Claudine  

there on a bayonet plant.  The countries were colored 
coded by continent. 
  

The group has more members, who although away at 
university, keep in touch through social media. 
  

- Sr. Middia Doute, RJM 
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EARTH DAY 2023 - Gros Morne 
 

 

 

Morne chose trees for their May 1st planting in their 

 
 
 

 

 
Met Leny Leguerre (right), J-M School director, the 
varieties of trees available - Pink Guava, Moringa, 
Papaya, among others.  Cherry, Mango, Avocado  
and Bwachen trees were selected from the Fr. Jean 
Marie Vincent tree nursery in Grepin.   
 

Coordinator, welcomed  4th to 8th graders to  
Chacho pre-school grounds to plant the trees they 
carried.  The students were well organized by Met 
Leny Leguerre, Met Kenson Valcin, Junior High 

The students brought water from the Trois Rivers  
to start the new trees along, and they also planted 
cherry trees on the main campus in Fon Ibo.   
 

- Sr. Pat Dillon, RJM 

 

SR. LIZ CORNEJO, RJM  joins Haiti Mission 
 

On December 16, full of hope for Haiti and joy for having one 
more member in the community, we went to the airport to  
receive a Peruvian RJM, Elizabeth “Liz” Cornejo.  Shown here are 
Sr. Farzana Philip (left), Sr. Liz Cornego, and Sr. Rosario Fumanal.   
 

Thank you Liz for choosing Haiti!  May your presence bring  
much joy and many blessings to our mission in Haiti. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS - Cotton (near Jean Rabel) 

Francis’ letter Laudato Si and the commitment “to care for our common home”. 

shoes and socks! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

were eaten immediately, as there is still lack of 

and drought.  If one was fortunate enough to 
have seeds, there was a second planting. 
 

Education classes teaching respect for the environment are taking place, with both teachers and pupils.    

to discover that the plastic waste remained the same, while the organic was degraded. 
 

Recently a fantastic environmental celebration took place in  
Cotton!  110 pupils, 12 staff members, the local Casek leader, 
and other visitors attended the event. 

and elicited information from the pupils, complimenting them 

 
fabulous atmosphere of enjoyment. 
 

juice!  There was a healthy meal of “diri djondjon” and vegetables. 
 

Then the pupils went to the garden to plant some trees.  They then took a tree 
plant  
 

A very worthwhile day was spent by all! 
 

- Sr. Rose Kelly, RJM 
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BASKETBALL PARTNERSHIP - Jean Rabel 
 

arrived at the Jean Rabel basketball court. 
 

 

care.  They had car problems that had to be seen to, 

team members, and her wonderful assistant. 
 

They were given a tremendous welcome by Sr. Curin 

Jean Rabel team.   
 

a basket was scored!  There was an intermission period for water, crackers and mamba. 
 

them to come again.  A great afternoon for all who played, and indeed for the spectators!  
 

- Sr. Curin Garcia Calvo, RJM 

 

NEW PARTNER IN MISSION: Director of Mission Advancement 
 

the USA-Haiti Province.  
 

“strengthen our volunteer program,” and “direct 
more financial resources to mission.”  The DC Leadership Team has found 

that made him the ideal choice.  
 

ministry development at the Virginia Theological Seminary.  
 

We warmly welcome our new companion in mission! 
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN HAITI - Virtually in September 
 

the Religious of Jesus and 
Mary and our Companions in Ministry continue to serve the people of Haiti in the many ways contained 
in this newsletter and in so many other ways each and every day! 
 

as we continue to love and serve the people of Haiti for many years to come! 
 

Starting in September, we will begin to look back over the last 25 years of RJM presence in Haiti and 
celebrate all the good that has been done in the name of Jesus and Mary.  We will be holding several 

later in the summer.  
 

 

Over the summer, we will also be updating our website to be able to bring you more information about 
what is going on in Haiti and throughout the many RJM ministry sites in the USA and around the world. 

and their ministries of love.  In the fall, we will also be introducing more ways and opportunities to give 
online in support of our mission in Haiti. 

 

UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN HAITI 
 

is non-functioning. 
 
 
 
 

Despite the danger and difficulty caused 

serve, as safe as possible. 
 

As always, however, we rely on God and 

supporting the RJM ministries that serve 
those people day in and day out despite 
the very difficult conditions. 

 

Haiti Mission Fund     
  donations 

are tax-deductible 
 

       
       
      select “RJM Haiti Fund” as designation.  
 

 line, and mail to: 
      Haiti Mission Fund  
      c/o Religious of Jesus and Mary 
      821 Varnum Street, NE 
      Washington, DC  20017 

https://rjmusa.org/support?reset=1&id=1&reset=1&id=1

