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SMALL WORLD OF RIM CONNECTIONS
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(bottom right) announces that she is a Religious of Jesus and Mary, that all the food, water,
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Once picked up by Border Patrol, processed at the 'welcome center' she was then brought

to the Catholic Charities shelter. When Sandra went to the shelter and knocked on
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accompaniment, Elvira greeted her. She
was in need of medical assistance as
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Charities shelter promptly gets the
migrants medical care at the local
hospitals. As you see, Raphael is her
new born son. Elvira received a call
that a friend of their family was in
Houston and offered to take her and
her son into their home. What a
blessing as this was also the location
she was given for her court appearance.
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clothes and a cuddly stuffed animal -
almost as big as the baby!

What a small world of JM connections,
graced moments of spiritual accompani-
ment and little miracles of friends ready
to welcome a woman and child in need
of a home...Jesus in our midst of every
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Raphael in your prayers for a hope-filled
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REGLECTIONS ON "GIRLS 60 GLOBAL” PLANNING TRIP

| returned on July 13" from a marvelous experience in England with our sisters there, their
“companions in mission,” and our own “companions” from the Washington School for Girls.

3l Given below are accounts from Beth Reaves and the two staff members )
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between St. Claudine School for Girls in London and our own WSG:
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. For me personally, to spend time sharing with Sr. Helen Mary Haigh
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chats over several days, we shared so many common experiences, R
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Enjoy reading these accounts, and Google St. Claudine’s Catholic
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as part of the International Meeting on Shared Mission. As the leader of the Washington School
for Girls, founded by Sr. Mary, it was an important opportunity for me to reflect on our school
: mission, particularly noting how RIM continues to infuse and support the
spirit of our work with our students.

While at that meeting | met two colleagues from England; Carol Charles
(right), from RIM Felixstowe and AnnMarie Sylvester Charles (left), from St.
Claudine’s School in London. | felt an immediate connection to them and
their work, and remember the initial enthusiasm we shared thinking about
f# the possibility of connecting our schools from across the globe together.
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under our care in our schools? What if girls in Washington DC and London
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Fast forward to this summer, and we took the first big step towards making that dream a reality.
With the generous support of the RIMs, two WSG Staf‘f members and | traveled W|th Sr Mary
Bourdon to 7 ‘

London and
Felixstowe,
England. Here
we are with
sisters from
Felixstowe
and students
and staff from |7
{0 |/ &
School. —




N Our primary focus was on joining the St. Claudine’s school students on their
| annual retreat at Felixstowe, themed “Finding God in a Leaf.” Over the course
/| of 3 days, we prayed, explored nature and contemplated the respon5|b|I|ty

/| we all have for care of the |- , :

~| earth. After anature walk, the

girls made colorful collages
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It was great to be with the students and RJIM
Sisters at Felixstowe together, reflecting on
life’s experiences (the Sisters have wonderful
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fortheir peersin another part of the world. Allowing our students to spend time with peer students
from London and in community with RIM sisters provides an incredible learning opportunity that
could never be taught in a textbook It is a vibrant in-person experience of sisterhood that can
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Essence Moore, Instructional Coach, Learning Specialist, Campus Dean at THEARC, WSG:

I was intrigued with the rich history of London, the tour of St. Claudine's school and their wonderful
staff, lots of tea, and all the sights to see. Below are the tents that the WSG glrls camped in.
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stowe, | must say it was such a joy the
sisters welcomed us with open arms, fed
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felt like they were my best friends! | was
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forward to a time where | can fellowship
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| am delighted to play a role in getting WSG’s new program for travel, Girls Go Global, off the
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that trip remain vivid, and | recall the many academic and life lessons that | learned through
the experience. | came away as a much more informed and well-rounded individual and it
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shape them academically and spiritually for the rest of their lives. | am so grateful for the
generosity the RIMs have extended to our school as we make this program a reality for our girls.
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SEEKI NG POLL WORKERS

Franciscan Action Network is recruiting nonpartisan poll workers* m ACTION NETWORK
to be trained and ready to help in November. You, as a person
of faith, hold a unique position within your community to encourage an environment of
informed, engaged, and peaceful participation in the electoral process.

What does a poll worker do? Poll workers are not elected or appointed positions. They

are nonpartisan and do not represent parties or candidates. While qualifications vary
depending on state and locality, in many places poll workers simply must be registered
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inside the polling facilities. Poll workers are occasionally paid a small amount in some

precincts, but first and foremost they are public servants. They arrive early to set up polling

sites, test machines, and ensure there are enough ballots and resources for people to vote.
Throughout the day, poll workers are checking in voters, keeping lines orderly and moving,
providing ballots, carefully explaining mstructlons and answering any questions voters
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Please consider participating. Simply reply to gmartinez@franciscanaction.org to be
connected to information to sign up as a poll worker in your local district.
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FPlease note that signing up as a poll worker — a person who will actually participate in

helping the electoral process run smoothly—is different from being a poll chaplain, who will

remain outside the polling place as a de-escalating presence. Currently, poll chaplains

are only being organized in ten states (AL, AZ, FL, GA, Ml, NC, OH, PA, TX, WI), while poll
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ADVOCATI NG FOR HAI TI

One root cause of the current situation in Haiti is the presence of
weapons trafficked from the United States. Our government has not
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Ju September advocacy action day. RJM is a co sponsor of this.
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mailto:news@franciscanaction.org
https://default.salsalabs.org/Td6e0a4e6-7f35-4c29-808b-51141e8f297a/022f440a-474b-4776-b438-a5e972033716
https://t.congressweb.com/l/?DBZSLENMUTLOCEN
https://t.congressweb.com/l/?DBZSLENMUTLOCEN
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfuqhqDktEtf0iSYY0OyqFYFHjzNa_VIg#/registration

PI NOS PUENTE AGRANAAN ADVENTURE BEGI

The closing of the school year and the beginning of summer camp are highly anticipated moments,
both by children and by educators and young adult camp counselors. These experZ&ences not only
mark the end of a formal learning cycle, but also open the door to a season of fun, encounters,
new friendships, and adventures. This year, | was fortunate to participate in both events, and my

experience in the Pinos Puente community was simply unforgettable.

The closing of the school year was simple and very playful. The children,
full of excitement and energy, could not wait to show their parents what
they had learned and achieved during the year. The theme for this
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explore, to learn, and to grow. As | reflect on these
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journey and for the community of Pinos Puente who
received me in this place, which reminds me so much of
my Haiti: the sun, the music, the sunset, the mountains,
the closeness of people, their joy and desire to live.

- Sr. Middia Doute
(Translation edited by Sr. Margaret Perron)
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The first days of the camp were dedicated to getting
the children to know and to feel comfortable in their
new environment. “Getting to know you” games
and team activities were essential to breaking the
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J| Everyday brought new adventures - from swimming
in the pool and handicraft workshops to how the
children became involved in the activities.
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camp were much more than isolated events. They

were opportunities for children to develop social skills,
build lasting friendships, and gain self-confidence. ! a
educators, it was also a time of learning for us about
the importance of patience, creativity, and flexibility.
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