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HAITI ADVOCACY ON CAPITAL HILL - Washington, DC

On September 25, dozens of people, including several RIM and many women religious,
traveled to the Stuart Center in Washington, DC, for training about how weapons and
ammunition from the United States are being trafficked to Haiti and used by violent gangs
to disrupt all facets of life.

The gang violence, coupled with political turmoil in the wake of the assassination of Haiti’s
president in 2021, has caused great hardship for the Haitian people, especially the most
economically vulnerable members of Haitian society. The gang violence has been so
extreme that a multi-national security mission, led by Kenyan police forces, has been
authorized by the U.N. to help Haiti’s provisional government attempt to restore order.

American religious and lay people along with Haitians in the U.S. were briefed about this
tragic situation by a coalition of organizations, mostly Catholic, who have been supporting

the people of Haiti for many years as missionaries, donors, and advocates. Leaders from
groups like the Quixote Center, the Sisters of Mercy, Maryknoll, and the Justice Coalition

of Religious laid out concrete action that the U.S. Congress could take to curb the flow of
weapons and ammunition. The advocates who had travelled to the Stuart Center, along

with others online, were presented with four pieces of legislation currently before Congress
that address the trafficking.

With the depth of the problem in mind, the advocates broke into groups based on their
home states and planned for in-person and virtual meetings with members of the Senate
like Ben Cardin of Maryland, Chuck Schumer of New York (meeting with his staff below),
Marco Rubio of Florida, and Bob Casey of Pennsylvania.
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In the evening of the 25™ those at the Stuart Center took time to have fellowship and build
up connections as they shared dinner and Haitian food. After dinner members of the local
Haitian DC area Haitian community led several hymns and the RIM led the advocates in
a prayer service that highlighted the ways that some of the organizations and individuals
in the room have supported the Haitian people over the last 27 years, while also asking
God to inspire and renew the advocates for the hard work of pushing the U.S. government
to take real action to shut off the supply of weapons and ammunition that are enabling
the gangs to cause so much misery in Haiti.

The following morning, Sept. 26, the advocates
moved to Capitol Hill to meet with senators’ staffs
for in-person meetings while dozens of advocates
joined online meetings with senate staff from their
homes around the country. The in-person advocates |
were joined by others from around the DC region as
well as a group of Haitians and Haitian-Americans
that drove down that morning from the New York
City area.

The meetings made a significant impression on the
Congressional staffers (a letter from Sen. Bob Casey |
is attached to Bridges), but the meetings really '
served as a first step in raising awareness around the 'RE . ; ,
issue of U.S. guns and ammunition in Haiti. Much work will need to happen in the near
future, especially once the next Congress is seated in January. In the meantime, the
coalition of advocates is developing additional actions that you can take, like letter
writing and phone calls, to help keep the pressure on Congress and the Administration
to focus on keeping the weapons and ammunition out of the hands of the gangs. We
will share more details about next steps soon.

- Toby Harkleroad, Director of |V|ISSIOn Advancement




A TREE FOR SR. JACQUELI NE JACQUES

Three graduates of Villa Augustina, Louise Tardif, Therese [E=&
Boulanger Shanahan, and Pauline Touzin donated to the
province a tree in honor of Sr. Jacqueline Jacques, their
former teacher. They chose Bethany as the site for their
gift, and had a beautiful bronze plague made which reads:
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The tree is a redbud, which Sr. Teresita Morse selected and picked up. It was planted by Jorge
Zhunio on the convent front lawn where another tree had just died. Sr. Teresita suggested that
the tree be planted in the cemetery, but their preference was the front lawn. While Sr. Jackie
never taught at Bethany, she made a number of retreats there, and chose Bethany for a sabbatical
year in 2001-2002.

FAVORI TE TEXDBiIi |l ari an Sr . Hel en
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These words of the strong Latin hymn carry within a deep resonance of
Gratitude for God’s faithful love throughout the past 65 years.

In looking back there are indeed memories of innumerable early and
_ later formation experiences, as well as the many students and precious
sr.Helenscarry, im  1Ti€Nds who walked with me. God was/is always there and it is indeed good

ﬁ to pause now and praise God for His goodness. How well St. Claudine

bequeathed this reminder to us: Quil est Bon le Bon Dieu!
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This Psalm is special to me because | experience Jesus' faithfulness, mercy

and love. Jesus is always there asking me to trust, believe and expect

that whatever need or grace is needed will be given not only to me, but

through me to others too. | am called to be for others who Jesus is for Sr. Patricia Ryerse, RIM

me...Love, Forgiveness and Compassion. *




PRI NCI PMASS St . Frances de CHramnky | S

Things are off to a good start at St. Frances de Chantal School. Principal Sr. Pat Brito writes
that the school choir was invited to sing at the annual Principals’ Mass,and ¥ KSé & S NFH
great!” Pictured here are the children from one of the kindergarten classes. As part of their

religion program, they made a mural picturing the wonderful things in God's creation.

SEEKI NG A MONSTRANCE FOR HAI TI

Sr. Jackie Picard is asking if anyone has or Al
knows of a monstrance that could be given to =
the Kay Jezi Mari Community in Gros Morne. ’/IA\\‘

If so, please let Sr. Rosemary Mangan know,
and she will make arrangements to get it to

1
! i
them. Mesi (thank you)! ) A
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PRAYERRE REQUEBSBOR.

e Colleen Pusateri who is having difficulty __
as she continues to wait for a T
kidney transplant. Colleen
and her mother, Lorrie :
Kenney, are supporters &</
of the Haiti Mission; /~&\\

e Continuing Prayer
for: Michael Morse /__7
the brother of Sr. /o474
Teresita Morse; /C/6S

e The repose of
the soul of
Hernando
Salazar, the
father of Sr.
Sandra Salazar
and for the
comfort of his
loved ones;

e The La Casa de
Esperanza Community
(Srs. Natalia Mejia,
Rosie Nicholson, and

(Sr. Martha Torres) as this week’ i LaALOIE RN

PRAY FOR ALL THE NEEDS
TERAEIMI LY AND FRI ENDS.

Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary



