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OPHTHALMOLOGY CAMPAIGN - Jean Rabel, Haiti

| can tell you that there have been more than 40
eye surgeries and more than 300 consultations
here in Jean Rabel. I'm sorry, but | lost count with
the number of glasses we distributed. But talking
about numbers means nothing.

Below are the people who have made it possible.
They are not heroes. They are people like you
and me. Moved by... the passion for their work?
The desire for justice? God?... only each one of
them can put a name to it.

Sofi, Jorge, Frank, Loli, Maria and Carmen using
their vacation days to give time to others is crazy
to think about when you know that they needed
to use 4 days of vacation just to travel to get to
this end of the world.

Shown here are:
Chantal (front row left in §
white), Maria, Sofi, Valle |
rim, Loli (blue), Elene
(back row left in yellow),
Rosalie, Frank, Jorge,
Carmen, and Wisly.

They also took on a
significant risk given the
situation in Haiti. Here
we offer them what we
have, but even so, it
entails a good dose of
discomfort and fatigue |}
when working even more
than 12 hours a day. :

They offer patience, good
humor, commitment, -
perseverance and great
professionalism, just as
they offer in their place
of origin.




And with them, the great team of people here who multiplied themselves by being available for
everything that was needed - helping in the consultation, accommodating patients from afar,
with meals, logistics... this less visible but such fundamental work. And of course, this bears fruit
in concrete stories of those who have gone from darkness to light. Yes, yes... Advent incarnated.

| can tell you about the three children who can see because
they were born with their vision blocked, those others who
did not know i
that with glasses
you could have [
clarity, or the >
many people
who can stop
sitting at home
and with a
never-ending
smile ask when
they can go to
plant.

The woman who can now see the faces of her grand-
children. The other who was on the verge of going
completely blind due to glaucoma. The one who
had a mass removed that was covering her eye.
Many stories. Many blessings. Much gratitude.

AR 1P - q f’[ﬂ ,’ | But not everything is joy filled. In our hearts are
R y \ g L the tears of the caregiver of a child who was born
VR | —— blind and who has no cure. The pain of the father

knowing that despite his best efforts to help his

daughter, she ended up with a retinal detachment.

The number of people who will never see again

&2 because of the dreaded glaucoma so present in

@ these lands. “There is no cure.” Four words that
pained us to have to say.

And there are also those who hope that “the
miracle” will happen to them too. The two-year-
old girl with the retinoblastoma that we need to
remove so that this “mass” does not kill her. The
many people who the rains prevented from
coming on the day of the operation. Those who
need technology that we do not have (hopefully
itis only a “not yet”).

It is difficult to summarize in a few lines everything that we have experienced these days. We
give thanks for the gift of having been first-line witnesses to the songs, the joy, the pain, the
helplessness... and the LIGHT. Thank you for having supported us with your prayers, thoughts,
financial support... in this ophthalmology campaign in Jean Rabel, in this difficult year of 2024.
and of course, THANK YOU GOD.

- Srs. Rose Kelly, Valle Chias Gonzdalez-Blanch and the Jean Rabel team
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“And when we give each other Christmas gifts in His name,
let us remember that He has given us the sun and the moon and the stars,
and the earth with its forests and mountains and oceans -
and all that lives and moves upon them.
He has given us ...
all that we quarrel about and all that we have misused -
and to save us from our foolishness, from all our sins,
He came down to earth and gave us Himself.” - Sigrid Undset
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- Mary, Rosemary, Pat and Rosie

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY

January 27 Helen Scarry, RIM




PROVINCE OFFICE

December 24-26 Provincial Office closed for Christmas holiday
January 1 Provincial Office closed for New Year’s Day
January 3 Next Bridges published (articles due by Tuesday 12/31 at noon)

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR...

e Sr. Lucie Jusseaume, ‘V" %’ \
whom the doctor says is N\
doing fantastically well” | ‘.'“) ﬁ”

in rehab at ESR; A

-
N

e Continuing prayers for: ( \ & 6
Carmen Silva, the sister \/

of Sr. Bernadette Oliva; fa

Laurette Shabshelowitz, Z#Ffs.
the sister of Sr. Claudette [ /.
Lapoint; and Maggie
Zamora, the sister of Sr.
Dina Garcia;

e The Ellison Avenue
Community (Srs. Pat
Brito, Christine Carrigg,
Pat Ryerse and Kathleen
Scanlon), as this week’s
community for special
prayer.

WE ALSO PRAY
FOR ALL THE
NEEDS OF
OUR RIM
SISTERS,
FAMILY AND
FRIENDS.

Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary



