
 RELIGIOUS OF JESUS AND MARY USA-HAITI PROVINCE 

BRIDGES                         
                                                                                

                                                                              February 7, 2025 
 

FEAST DAYS - Gros Morne, Haiti 
 

the feast day of Jesus-Mary Parish School. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

band, as they paraded to school.  
(Two videos are attached to Bridges.) 
 

 

 

Each class had beautifully decorated 

at the special meal which 
followed! 
 

- Sr. Pat Dillon 
  



 

PROVINCE RETREAT DAY 
 

In the October, ’24 letter convoking our 38th General Chapter, 
Sr. Monica Joseph put before us the biblical story of Ruth and 

 
recognizing God’s work in the “stuff” of our lives, and discern-
ing 

prayer service that opened a province retreat day and looked 
toward our own March Provincial Chapter.  
 

between the two women, shared the following on discerning kindness: 
 

At a recent Support Group meeting, our leader reminded us that the season of 
Christmas – the season of giving and kindness – can be a great strain on care-
givers.  
bank of kindness will be depleted, and everyone will suffer. 
 

themselves – even if it is awkward.  Or they might need only a tiny boost and 
then they can manage by themselves.  It might be quicker to just jump in and 
do it yourself, but a great kindness to allow someone to be rewarded by their 
own abilities.  This could also provide the caregiver a small respite. 
 

Sometimes, kindness requires discernment. 
 

but the caregiver refuses to be a passenger in that car because of the danger.  
That caused another caregiver, a retired fire Marshall, to relate how a neighbor 

causing physical injury to the other party.  The other party’s family sued for 
everything the impaired person’s family had.   
 

All this kindness-thinking instinctively brought to mind the prayer:  “Take, Lord, 
receive all my…..” well, you know the rest of it. 
 

Sometimes, kindness requires painfully wise discernment.  
 

place in the narrative, spoke in light of her own experiences in border ministry: 
 

Seeing deeply that which is before us in the present moment opens our eyes to 

Naomi into a tender, faithful, compassionate relationship that becomes 
deeply 

strong, birthing a new reality, a new way of respecting the dignity of 
women, of welcoming different cultures and faiths, of men becoming truly men. 



At the border wall we´ve met many Ruth's.  Women alone or with children, 
sometimes with husband and family – all quite voiceless, invisible, disposable.  
As I look into their eyes while giving food, water, backpacks, clothing, a stuffed 
animal, listening and praying together I wonder what is their gift, who among 

even pope who God is calling to enter into transformative relationships with us 
in building a holistic Global community. 
 

“How we see” enters us into a deeper consciousness and empowers us to create 
new paradigms for constructing a web of relationships that are welcoming and 
life-giving to all people. 
 

migrants, immigrants, the vulnerable.  May we then be transformed and say to 
the Lord “Wherever you go I will go.” 

 

Finally, responding to a parable on the place of hope in our lives, Sr. Pat Dillon spoke to, 
“What gives me hope?”  

 

 4 candles -- only one lit-- hope -- can hope rekindle? 
 

I ask myself, what gives me hope? 
 

— the orchid attached to the tree in our front yard.  It looks like a dead branch, 
but it's throbbing with life and again the buds are coming out. 
 

— the humming birds, and other native birds, that I haven't seen in two weeks  
and I am afraid they are gone, but I hang out sugar water on the trees and the 
birds are there drinking. 
 

— the children over the wall from us at John 23 singing, reciting their lessons, 
playing — signs of hope. 

 

I asked four little children from the MEJ (Eucharistic Youth Movement) who 
were rehearsing with Woodjina outside our gate to come and share about the 
4 candles story. 
 

They spoke so softly that I had to ask a Haitian friend to help me understand: 
One of the boys said, "We have to have hope in Jesus and pray that bad things 
don't happen to us."  
 

Spirit.  Only one of the four was higher than my waist. 
 

we should never underestimate the capacity of children to experience God.  I 
feel that in little children there is hope, and our challenger as adults is to  
protect that flame.    

  

The day concluded with Sr. Mary Bourdon introducing some tasks related to the coming 
provincial chapter, consultations that call for the input of all the province members.  We 
have further to go with Ruth and Naomi, but we’ve set out! 



 

MESSAGE FROM THE RJM’s OF HAITI 
 

Attached to this issue of BRIDGES is a letter which has been recently sent to the whole Congre-
gation, coming from our sisters in Haiti.   
 

as we work to build a sustainable future for RJM presence.  
 

Sr. Rosario Fumanal (‘Charo’) is the scribe, writing on behalf of the others. 

 

 

The Georgetown University Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life is hosting a 
public dialogue on: 

 

“Migration, Refugee Resettlement,  
and Mass Deportation” 

Moral, Human, and Policy Choices  
 

Livestream 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 

6:00 - 7:15 p.m. EST 
RSVP by clicking here 

 

and a fundamental choice for the United States. 
 

How should the principles of Catholic social teaching shape a response for people of faith? 
 

 

 

GENEROUS GIFT FOR HAITI MISSION 
 

Scanlon, included a gift of $20,000 to the RJM in his will.  
 

$30,000 over the years.  
 

our going to Haiti and advocated for establishing the mission.  MESI ANPIL! 

https://georgetown.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c943ccb0fe7dc4d5286818e5&id=46b1fe6e7d&e=4852cde4b2
https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/migration-refugee-resettlement-and-mass-deportation-moral-human-and-policy-choices#rsvp


 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
 

Catholic Schools Week is celebrated nation-wide during the 

Mass and families received a special blessing at the end. 
 

crazy sock day... wear a pair and 

(over 300 pairs were received); 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Open House for current and 
new families and current; 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

        Volleyball (below);    
 
 

   
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                   Friendship Bracelets;                                                            and Reading Buddies, where  

helped the younger students 
with reading. 

 

 
educational and fun activities 

Week. 

 
 

    - Sr. Pat Brito, Principal                 
                                                                                          Aphotos by Kathleen Piranio 



 

IMMIGRATION:  What Is Ours To Do? 
 

law as well as human dignity.  
 

considered is enshrined in the 1951 Refugee Convention and is considered a fundamental 
principle of human rights law.  It is also affirmed in Article 14 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights.  
 

debate, Archbishop Timothy Broglio insisted, “We offer primarily the Gospel, which says 

 

as we can for changes”; and then, “to act concretely in front of our brother or sister who 
is in need.” 
 

comes home to us especially through RJM presence in our California border ministry and 

face when seeking a safe haven for themselves and their families.  
 

there:   
Keep praying for the migrants.  One Colombian family with a 4-year-old girl 
just had enough time to pray with us and receive a bottle of water when the 
Border Patrol came, asked if they were legal and proceeded to say to them,  
"You're illegal, you are under arrest". 

 

different countries arrived and the Border  
Patrol simply told them to get in the van and 

 
directly to Tijuana.  Much fear in our areas. 
 

The question of Pope John Paul II when he 
visited here is still with us: 

 
America!  Lazarus is at your gate. 

What are you going to do?  
 

- Sr. Rosemary Mangan 
 



Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary  

 

PROVINCE OFFICE    
 

January 31 - February 8    Mary in San Diego 
 

February 17                         Office closed for Presidents’ Day  
 

February 21                         Next Bridges published (articles due by Tuesday 2/19 at noon) 

 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR…   
 

 Sr. Michelle Authier, who is at Study Memorial                                                                   

brought about by the flu; 

  

 Jayson Nichols, step-brother of former-RJM                                                                      
Cheryl Nichols, who has colorectal cancer 

 
 

  Cabrini of Westchester 
  115 Broadway, Room 104A on 1West 
     Dobbs Ferry, NY  10522 

 

Zamora, the sister of Sr. Dina Garcia;
 

 Kay Klodin (Srs. Valle Chías González-Blanch and Rose Kelly),                                               
as this week’s community for special prayer. 

 
 

WE ALSO PRAY FOR ALL THE NEEDS OF 
OUR RJM SISTERS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 

 

UPDATED CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

MA  20481, Room 1-B-3, room phone 781-997-1226.  

 

MESSSAGE FROM SR. THERESE PICARD 
 

Thank you all for your prayers and support!   I am on-the-mend and doing much 
better. 
            - Therese 


