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PRA YING FOR PEACE - March 30*

On March 30, the 13" Street Community (left), with Sr. Margaret
Perron zooming in, came together at 5:30. In addition to the
material provided by Sr.Rosie, we read excerpts from Sr. Carmen
Mufoz’s Easter Letter, and listened to readings from the 2"

J Chapter of Isaiah, and the prophet Zechariah. Our time concluded
& Wwith conversation, the hymn ”Walk in the Reign,” and the Peace
Prayer of St. Francis. i X

The St. Timothy community
(right) gathered for a time

of adoration and reflection
before the Blessed Sacrament
to consider the crying needs
of our world for peace. A
brief sharing on our possible
responses followed.




NEWS FROM BETHANY CENTER HUDSON VALLEY

On the Feast of the Annunciation, Bethany Center Hudson Valley hosted a meaningful dialogue
during which RJM Sisters from both sides of the continent illustrated that the love, the courage,
and the care of Mother Mary for all, is very dear to all.

In this "Conversation at Bethany" (click here), hosted
by Executive Director Dr. Erin Lothes, many RJIM
Sisters from across the country were treated to the
multi-dimensional reflections of Sr. Rosie Nicholson,
RJM, and the response of Sr. Joan Faraone, RJM.
A wide-ranging discussion delved deep into the How can traditional prayer and piety increase
scenarios faced by many migrant families, witnessed | tionforpeople affectedby migration?
every day by Sister Rosie at the San Diego border,
in parallel to the trials of the Holy Family, and the
challenges faced by so many families in the United
States today.

What can we do to respond?

Sister Rosie reminded us poignantly that Mary and St. Joseph were also following political
mandates - a census; and were similarly "in flight," like to the migrants who experience similar
upheaval and danger every day.

The Religious of Jesus and Mary have ministered along the USA-Mexico border for many years.
Ministries have included schools, residences, and other projects in Texas, and California. "We
hope for a redemptive experience," shared Sister Rosie. "Jesus' life, death and resurrection call
upon us to enter into a new way of being," was her Holy Week reminder.

Today, the RIMs in San Diego are part of an inter-congregational community and continue to
participate in the Sisters Collaborative for Border Ministries with women religious from 11 other
congregations. Support includes their mobilizing to organize distribution of rosaries to detention
centers, getting involved politically to extend TPS (Temporary Protection Status) in the shadows
of two 30-foot walls that President Nixon had actually
designated as "Friendship Park," she and other faith groups
provide water, clothing and care to those awaiting a purported
coming border interview.

In a similar way, at the other end of the country, Sister Joan
described how her teams are fully committed to meeting
migrant families in parishes local to Bethany, harnessing a dual
parish outreach program of a robust food pantry providing
nutrition to 270 families weekly, ecumenically directed, and
"Our Mother's Cupboard": Sister Joan reflected on the centrality |
of this outreach to Christian faith, finding in each person the
face of the neighbor whom Jesus calls us to serve.

Thanks to all who attended and spent time in small groups
pondering how traditional devotions can increase the awareness
and compassion of all Christians. Our answers are in this black-
box "word cloud" on the right.

- Dr. Erin Lothes, Executive Director

Editor’s Note: Erin has created a video to introduce herself and the mission of Bethany. Click here to view it.



https://bethanycenterhudsonvalley.org/event/witnesses-along-the-way/
https://rjmusa.org/border-ministry/
https://shspparish.org/our-mothers-cupboard
https://bethanycenterhudsonvalley.org/4-1-26-message-from-erin-lothes/

her desire to enter the congregation. After many challenges, she
arrived in Africa.

For all novices, the use of telephone is limited. However she is
currently on apostolic experience, and has shared some photos.

Sr. Nuria Cuadras (in light blue) recently
had the opportunity to be with Marie-Jo,
who is doing her apostolic work experi-
ence in Day Care (Emaudo-Ekpoma).

She is working very hard at §
the kindergarten and the
community. She gets love
letters from the children
every day, who are enjoy-
ing her wonderful artistic
talents and her singing!

A VISITOR AT ESR

Sr. Pauline Ayotte was happy to receive a visitor at the
Elizabeth Seton Residence and Sr. Mariam Norick (left) was
so happy to see her.

Pauline (right) is recuperating from her knee surgery.

Slowly but surely!

April 19  Rita Ricker, RIM
April 21  Patricia Ryerse, RIM
April 27  Rosemary Mangan, RIM




WISHING YOU A VERY HAPPY EASTER!

PROVINCE OFFICE

April 3 Office closed for Good Friday

April 6-12 Leadership Team in Rhode Island for Provincial Chapter

April 17 Next Bridges published a (articles due by noon Wednesday 4/15)

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR...

e Michele Higgins, the sister of Sr. Pat Dillon, who is
now receiving treatment;
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e All the innocent victims of violence in the Middle
East and around the world;

e Continuing prayers: for the safety and security of
the people of Haiti and our sisters there;

e The repose of the soul of Sr. Agnes Bell, RIM, who
died March 30th, and for the comfort of her loved
ones;

e The response of the soul of Fr. Norman Bourdonh
brother of Sr. Mary Bourdon, who died March 20™.
Fr. Norman was a retired priest in the Diocese of
Providence and planned to celebrate Mass at our
Chapter in April. We also pray for the comfort of
his loved ones;
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e Ellison Avenue Community (Srs. Pat Brito, Pat
o Dillon, and Pat Ryerse) and Marian Woods (Sr.
~ 5 Kathleen Scanlon), as this week’s communities
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WE ALSO PRAY FOR ALL THE NEEDS OF
OUR RIM SISTERS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS.

Praised Forever Be Jesus and Mary



