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Visit to Madonna Manor

On July 8, there was a small
gathering at Madonna Manor. Four
RJM residents from Marillac
Residence in Wellesley Hills, MA
headed south and two residents from
St. Timothy's in Warwick, RI,
headed north. Our visit with Sister
Michelle Authier and Sister Alice
Cote was a fun-friendly one where
we renewed old memories, caught up
on the present moment and enjoyed
delicious ice cream and special
cookies provided by our St. Tim's
Community and our Marillac
Community.  
 Residents of Madonna Manor enjoying treats.

Sr. Vivian, RJM

From left to right are: Sr. Diane Dube, Kathleen Daniello, Sr. Michelle Authier,
Sr. Fatima Viramontes, Sr. Shirley Leveille, Sr. Alice Cote, Sr. Dina Garcia, Sr.
Janet Stolba, and  Sr. Vivian Patenaude's - the photographer. It was perfect
weather to travel and a perfect atmosphere inside. It was so good to be together!



Border Ministry 

For a few months, I have been visiting migrants who have been deprived of their freedom in a detention
center. In my ministry, I have met migrants who have lived many years in the United States, good, hard-
working people who paid their taxes, contributed to the well-being of this nation, had children and spouses
born in this country, and who found themselves suddenly detained and in the process of deportation. During
those encounters, it has been my privilege to meet them, to listen to their stories, to witness their deep faith,
their resilience, and their courage.  

Sandra Salazar, RJM 

At those visits, I learned that migrants who have been subjects of unlawful detention can file a Habeas Corpus petition before a
Federal Court. Habeas Corpus is a legal procedure to protect people from arbitrary detention when imprisoned without legal
justification. By these means, many migrants have been able to challenge their unlawful detention, and judges at Federal Courts
have ordered their release from detention centers.  
When migrants are released from Otay-Mesa Detention Center, they are transported by a van to the last station of the trolley, on the
American side of the border with Mexico. Volunteers who come to the station to offer support position themselves at different
corners in the area, so that people who are released are not missed. Generally, the migrants are freed between 8:30 pm and 10:30
pm, but there have been occasions in the past when they have been left stranded at 1:00 am in the area, an area that, we know, it is
not safe. 

Sometimes the migrants who are released have family in San Diego who can receive them and support them when they leave the
prison. Other times, they do not know anyone locally,  they do not have any money, and they feel vulnerable and scared in a place
that is unknown to them. Because of their unlawful detention, they have lost their housing, their belongings, and any stability they
had before the arrest. Any assistance that we can provide to help them is very appreciated by our brothers and sisters in need. A
couple of weeks ago, I had the opportunity to accompany some migrants when they were released from detention. On that occasion, a
group of seven people was brought to the trolley station at 9 pm. Thankfully, four of them were picked up by family members and
friends. The other three did not have any connections in the area.
I met Lucia, a woman from Venezuela who did not know anyone in San Diego. She had been arrested in another state and transferred
to Otay Mesa Detention Center, far from her husband, who, unfortunately, was also detained.  After being released from
imprisonment that lasted more than seven months, she was thrilled about being free again. She was also fearful about not knowing
what to do since she did not have any money or a safe place to stay that night.  After the volunteers and I expressed our willingness
to help, she relaxed.  Lucia was so thankful and joyful. She hugged me and wanted to introduce me to her family when she
communicated with her loved ones in Venezuela via video call. They were so happy and expressed relief and deep gratitude for the
help that was being provided. She was also fearful about not knowing what to do since she did not have any money or a safe place to
stay that night. After the volunteers and I expressed our willingness to help, she relaxed. Lucia was so thankful and joyful. She
hugged me and wanted to introduce me to her family when she communicated with her loved ones in Venezuela via video call. They
were so happy and expressed relief and deep gratitude for the help that was being provided. The RJM’s, using funds from donations,
calmed the anxiety of Lucia and her family by providing a safe place for her to spend the night, finding a room for her in a hotel. The
next day, with the help and generosity of other volunteers, she traveled by airplane to the state where she used to live before the
arrest.
I also had the joy to welcome into freedom Pedro, from Honduras, a person whom I had previously visited at the detention center.
He was elated, experiencing relief after a year and six months of isolation and what he described as poor conditions, bad food,
precarious medical care, and poor treatment. He had dreamed of this day for so long, and he was so grateful and surprised to see me
at the station waiting for him. He wanted me to meet his son virtually to celebrate with them his freedom. Pedro was also in a
vulnerable position. With no family or friends in the area, he did not have a safe place to stay. He lacked resources to travel across
the United States, where he had been instructed to go to comply with directives from immigration authorities. Another migrant,
who did not know Pedro but who had also been detained in the past, offered him a temporary place to stay, while volunteers
explored ways to help him travel to his destination.  For many months, we have been bombarded by new immigration policies that
have blocked access to the help that our vulnerable brothers and sisters need at this time, including the right that they have to due
process. These have been experienced as lost battles that have caused deep pain and distress to our brothers and sisters who are
migrants and all who have witnessed the path of dehumanization, violence, denigration, and injustice that has affected so many
good, caring, working people and their families. In the midst of that, it was a breath of fresh air to receive our friends out of
detention and to celebrate with them and their families these small but very important victories in their lives. Victories in which the
signs of God have been so tangible: love, faith, goodness, solidarity, kindness, communion, joy, and new life! Thank you, loving God! 

(The names and certain details in this story have been changed to protect the privacy of those involved) 
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